BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL of this Borough was held at the Town Hall, Barrow-in-Furness at 5.30 p.m. on Thursday the 1st day of March, 2018 to take into consideration and determine upon the following subjects, namely: -

1.
-
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.


2.
-
MINUTES.


3.
-
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.


4.
-
ANNOUNCEMENTS.


5.
-
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE EXECUTIVE                           

COMMITTEE AND CONSIDER                                                               

RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED THEREIN.

6.
-
SETTING THE COUNCIL TAX FOR THE YEAR                       

COMMENCING 1ST APRIL, 2018.

7.
-
CHAIRMANSHIP OF OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY                           

COMMITTEE.


8.
-
TO ORDER THE COMMON SEAL TO BE                          

AFFIXED TO DOCUMENTS.

PRESENT:- Councillor Callister (Mayor in the Chair) and Councillors Barlow, Blezard, Brook, Burns, Cassells, Cassidy, Gawne, Hamilton, Harkin, Husband, Johnston, R. McClure, W. McClure, McEwan, McLeavy, Murray, Pidduck, Preston, L. Roberts, C. Thomson, M. A. Thomson and Wall.

Officers Present:- Susan Roberts (Director of Resources), Jon Huck (Democratic Services Manager and Monitoring Officer), Paula Westwood (Democratic Services Officer - Member Support) and Sandra Kemsley (Democratic Services Officer).
The meeting was opened with prayers by the Council’s Chaplain.

60 – Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 23rd January, 2018 were taken as read and confirmed.
61 – Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were submitted from Councillors Derbyshire, Gill, Heath, Maddox, Murphy, Pemberton, Proffitt, D. Roberts, Seward, Sweeney, Thurlow and Williams.
62 – Announcements
There were no announcements from the Chairman, Leader or Head of Paid Service.

63 – Report of the Executive Committee
It was moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor M. A. Thomson that the report of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 7th February, 2018 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted with the exception of 6.2.6 being referred back to the Executive Committee.
A named vote was taken and it was unanimously agreed as follows:-
RESOLVED:- (i) That the report of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 7th February, 2018 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted as follows:-

1.
The Housing Revenue Account 2018-19
RESOLVED:-
(i)
To note the information provided in the report;

(ii)
To note the Expected Outturn Budget for 2017/18 of a deficit of £37,900;

(iii)
To note the balances on the Expected Outturn Budget for 2017/18;

(iv)
To agree the basis on which the 2018/19 draft Budget had been proposed in 3.1 to 3.7 of the report;

(v)
To agree the creation of an Operational Reserve as described at 4.2 of the report;

(vi)
To agree the garage increase of 2% at point 5 of the report;

(vii)
To agree or note others outlined in 6.1, 6.2 and 6.5 of the report re: changes for resale enquiries;

(viii)
To agree the introduction of administration charges for Leaseholders; 

(ix) 
To agree the continuation of the Service Level Agreement with ASB Action Ltd and waive the normal procurement requirement in those instances; 

(x)
To agree the ongoing role of the HSRWG to consider action required to maintain a balanced HRA; and

(xi)
To agree the approach to matters raised in 7.2, 7.3, 7.4, 7.5, 7.6 and 7.7 of the report.

2.
Budget Proposals 2018-19
RESOLVED:-

(i)
To set the 2018-2019 General Fund revenue budget as £10,520,410 including £104,140 for parish precepts, an increase of 2.99% on all Council Tax bands and the addition to reserves of £171,350;

(ii)
To agree the principle of Council Tax exemption for care leavers and the delegation to the Director of Resources of the Cumbria-wide policy;

(iii)
To agree the introduction of a booking fee for the Forum and the delegation to the Venue Manager of fee setting in line with the current price setting for the Forum;

(iv)
To agree the delegation to the Assistant Director – Community Services of setting the kennel fees;

(v)
To agree that fees and charges not currently delegated to Officers were increased by 2.5%;

(vi)
To agree the creation of a permanent full time Senior Advice Officer on Scale 6/SO1 within the Homeless Section at no additional cost to the General Fund, funded by additional external grant;

(vii)
To agree the creation of a permanent full time Housing Options Support Officer on Scale 4/5 within the Homeless Section at no additional cost to the General Fund, funded by additional external grant;

(viii)
To agree the creation of a permanent full time Leisure Client Officer on Scale PO6, reporting to the Assistant Director – Community Services;

(ix)
To agree the creation of a permanent full time Housing Project Assistant on Scale 3 within the Housing Revenue Account which had no additional cost to the Housing Revenue Account as the addition was compensated by a separate post deletion;

(x)
To agree the creation of a permanent full time Contract Supervisor on Scale 6/SO1 within the Housing Maintenance Section which had no additional cost to the Housing Revenue Account as the addition was compensated by a reduction in external professional fees;

(xi)
To approve the movements in General Fund earmarked reserves which total a net use of £1,057,470 including the contribution made from the 2018-2019 budget setting;

(xii)
To approve the Capital Programme for 2017-2018 to 2020-2021 which totals £19.28m; and

(xiii)
To approve the creation of a General Reserve for the Housing Revenue Account and to establish that in 2017-2018 from the current fund balance would be set as £1m at 31st March, 2018.

3.
HR Policies / Reference Policy
RESOLVED:-

(i)
To approve the delegation of approval and implementation of HR Policies as set out in the report; and

(ii)
To approve the revised References Policy and Procedure.

4.
Revision to the Development Services Manager (Planning) Delegation
RESOLVED:- To recommend the Council approve the amendments to Section G Part 3(2) Responsibility for Functions Scheme of Delegations to Officers within the Constitution of the Council for the Development Services Manager (Planning).
5.
Review and Appointment of Hackney Carriage Stands in the Borough - Licensing Regulatory Committee
RESOLVED:- To recommend the Council approve the proposed Hackney Carriage Stands as detailed in the amended schedule.
6.
Establishment Matters
RESOLVED:-

(i)
To delete post ITD008 IT Support Officer from the Council’s establishment;

(ii)
To delete post HOP007 Operations Project Officer from the Council’s establishment;

(iii)
To delete post HOP010 Housing Officer from the Council’s establishment;

(iv)
To delete post HOP011 Housing Officer from the Council’s establishment;

(v)
To delete post HOP018 Housing Officer part time from the Council’s establishment; and

(ii) To agree that 6.2.6 of the report regarding the deletion of HSG002 Community Involvement Manager from the Council’s establishment be referred back to the Executive Committee.

64 – Setting the Council Tax for the year commencing 1st April, 2018
The Director of Resources reported on the Council Tax for the year commencing 1st April, 2018. 

The calculation and setting of the Council Tax for the Borough area was closely prescribed by legislation.  Her report set out the individual components of the calculation and concluded with the formal resolution in accordance with the statutory requirements.  

At the meeting, the Council had approved the 2018-2019 General Fund Revenue Budget of £10,520,410; which included £104,140 of Parish Council precepts.

The Council’s budget was the amount required to meet the years estimated expenditure net of any income raised in fees and charges or service specific grant funding.
The budget included the following precepts issued by the Parish Councils for 2018-2019:-

	Precept
	£

	Dalton with Newton Town Council
	78,050

	Askam and Ireleth Parish Council
	23,190

	Lindal and Marton Parish Council
	2,900

	Total parish precepts
	104,140


The Council Tax Requirement for the Borough was £4,513,450 made up as follows:-

	Item
	£

	General Fund revenue budget
	10,416,270

	Less general grants
	(5,810,180)

	Less the Collection Fund surplus
	(196,780)

	Council Tax Requirement excluding parish precepts
	4,409,310

	Plus the parish precepts
	104,140

	The Council Tax Requirement
	4,513,450


The legislation required the Council’s revenue budget to be grossed up to show the estimated total expenditure and income for 2018-2019:-

	Item
	£

	Total gross expenditure
	59,686,440

	Total gross income
	(55,172,990)

	The Council Tax Requirement
	4,513,450


Council Tax Base

The following Council Tax Bases for the Borough and the parished areas had been set for 2018-2019 as notified to the Executive Committee on 7th February 2018:-

	Whole Area
	£19,290.00

	Dalton with Newton
	£2,323.48

	Askam and Ireleth
	£1,082.12

	Lindal and Marton
	£260.56


Calculation of the Basic Council Tax for the Borough Council

The Council’s Basic Amount of Council Tax for Band D dwellings had been calculated as follows:-
	The Council Tax Requirement excluding parishes
	£4,513,450

	Divided by the Council Tax Base for the Whole Area
	£19,290.00

	Gives the Basic Amount of Council Tax
	£233.98


This Band D rate of Council Tax was, in effect, an average across the parished and unparished areas of the Borough.  The statutory calculation then arrived at the Basic Amounts of Council Tax (for Band D dwellings) for the individual areas as follows:-
	Area
	Basic Amount

	Barrow (unparished)
	£228.58

	Dalton with Newton Parish
	£262.17

	Askam and Ireleth Parish
	£249.99

	Lindal and Marton Parish
	£239.71


Table 1 in Section VII.4 indicated the tax amounts for each band and parish in the Council’s area.
Cumbria County Council and the Police and Crime Commissioner for Cumbria precepts and amounts of Council Tax

Cumbria County Council set its budget for 2018-2019 resulting in a precept of £25,696,788.  The Police and Crime Commissioner for Cumbria set its budget with a precept of £4,489,555.  See Table 2 in Section VII.5 for the banded amounts of Council Tax.

Setting the Council Tax

The calculated Borough, Police and Crime Commissioner for Cumbria and Cumbria County Council elements were added to calculate the composite Council Tax.  The Council Tax for each category of dwellings was shown in Table 3 in Section VII.6.  After setting the Council Tax, the Council was required to advertise the amounts within 21 days in at least one local newspaper.

Schedule of precept instalments

The precepts issued by Cumbria County Council and the Police and Crime Commissioner for Cumbria were payable in equal monthly instalments on dates to be agreed with the two authorities.  The Borough Council’s demand would be paid to the General Fund by instalments on the same dates.  The three parish precepts would be paid over in full on the April precept payment date.

Instalment dates

Council Tax and NNDR bills were payable in ten instalments.  The payment dates, which would maximise cash flow, were as follows; these may have to be adjusted in the event of any delay in issuing bills:-
	Instalment
	Date
	Instalment
	Date

	1
	1st April 2018
	6
	1st September 2018

	2
	1st May 2018
	7
	1st October 2018

	3
	1st June 2018
	8
	1st November 2018

	4
	1st July 2018
	9
	1st December 2018

	5
	1st August 2018
	10
	1st January 2019


It was moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor Husband to approve the formal Council Tax resolutions as detailed in Section VII of the report.

A named vote was taken and it was unanimously agreed as follows:-

RESOLVED:-

1.
It be noted that on 7th February, 2018, the Council calculated the Council Tax Base for the year 2018-2019 in accordance with Regulations made under Section 33(5) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, as amended (the Act):-
a.
for the whole Borough area as £19,290.00 in accordance with Regulation 3 of the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulation 1992, as its Council Tax Base for the year;

b.
for dwellings in those parts of the Borough area to which a Parish Precept related; being the amounts calculated by the Council, in accordance with Regulation, as the amounts of its Council Tax Base for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more special items related:-
	Dalton with Newton
	£2,323.48

	Askam and Ireleth
	£1,082.12

	Lindal and Marton
	£260.56


2.
That the Council Tax Requirement for the Council’s own purposes for 

2018-2019 (excluding Parish Precepts) was £4,409,310.

3.
That the following amounts be calculated for the year 2018-2019 in accordance with Sections 31 to 36 of the Local Government and Finance Act 1992:-
a.
£59,686,440 being the aggregate of the amounts, which the Council estimates for the items, set out in Section 31A (2) of the Act taking into account all precepts issued to it by Parish Councils.

b.
£55,172,990 being the aggregate of the amounts, which the Council estimates for the items, set out in Section 31A (3) of the Act;

c.
£4,513,450 being the amount, by which the aggregate at 3(a) above exceeds the aggregate at 3(b) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 31A (4) of the Act, as its Council Tax  requirement for the year.

d.
£233.98 being the amount at 3(c) above, all divided by the item at 1(a) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 31B of the Act, as the Basic Amount of its Council Tax for the year (including Parish Council precepts).

e.
£104,140 being the aggregate amount of all special items (Parish Council precepts) referred to in Section 34(1) of the Act.

f.
£228.58 being the Basic Amount of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which no Parish precept relates as set out in Section 52ZX of the Act.

4.
Table 1 – Council Tax for parts of the Council’s Area:-

	Band
	Ratio
	Barrow
	Dalton with Newton
	Askam and Ireleth
	Lindal and Marton

	A
	6/9
	£152.39
	£174.78
	£166.66
	£159.81

	B
	7/9
	£177.78
	£203.91
	£194.43
	£186.44

	C
	8/9
	£203.18
	£233.04
	£222.21
	£213.07

	D
	9/9
	£228.58
	£262.17
	£249.99
	£239.71

	E
	11/9
	£279.38
	£320.43
	£305.55
	£292.98

	F
	13/9
	£330.17
	£378.69
	£361.10
	£346.25

	G
	15/9
	£380.97
	£436.95
	£416.65
	£399.52

	H
	18/9
	£457.16
	£524.34
	£499.98
	£479.42


5.
That it be noted that for the year 2018-2019, Cumbria County Council and the Police and Crime Commissioner for Cumbria had issued precepts to the Council in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 for each of the categories of dwellings shown in Table 2 as follows:-

	Band
	Cumbria County Council
	Police & Crime Commissioner for Cumbria

	A
	£888.09
	£155.16

	B
	£1,036.10
	£181.02

	C
	£1,184.11
	£206.88

	D
	£1,332.13
	£232.74

	E
	£1,628.16
	£284.46

	F
	£1,924.19
	£336.18

	G
	£2,220.22
	£387.90

	H
	£2,664.26
	£465.48


6.
That the Council, in accordance with Sections 30 and 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the aggregate amounts shown in Table 3 below as the amounts of Council Tax for the year 2018-2019 for each of the categories of dwellings:-

	Band
	Barrow
	Dalton with Newton
	Askam and Ireleth
	Lindal and Marton

	A
	£1,195.64
	£1,218.03
	£1,209.91
	£1,203.06

	B
	£1,394.90
	£1,421.03
	£1,411.55
	£1,403.56

	C
	£1,594.17
	£1,624.03
	£1,613.20
	£1,604.06

	D
	£1,793.45
	£1,827.04
	£1,814.86
	£1,804.58

	E
	£2,192.00
	£2,233.05
	£2,218.17
	£2,205.60

	F
	£2,590.54
	£2,639.06
	£2,621.47
	£2,606.62

	G
	£2,989.09
	£3,045.07
	£3,024.77
	£3,007.64

	H
	£3,586.90
	£3,654.08
	£3,629.72
	£3,609.16


7.
Determine that, in accordance with the principles approved under Section 52ZB of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, the Council’s Basic Amount of Council Tax for 2018-2019 of £228.58 compared to £221.94 for the previous year was not excessive.

65 – Chairmanship of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee
It was moved by Councillor R. McClure and seconded by Councillor W. McClure that the Council appointed Councillor McLeavy as Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee in place of Councillor Heath.

RESOLVED:- To agree that Councillor McLeavy be appointed Chairman of the Overview and Scrutiny in place of Councillor Heath.

66 – Common Seal

RESOLVED:- That the Council authorises the affixing of its Common Seal to any documents to give effect to the Minutes and proceedings of the Committees submitted to or approved by this meeting and any other matters dealt with at this meeting.

The meeting closed at 5.50 p.m.

