BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

LICENSING COMMITTEE







Meeting: Thursday 7th September, 2017






at 2.55 p.m. (Drawing Room)
PRESENT:- Councillors Barlow, Biggins, L. Roberts, Sweeney, C. Thomson and Wall.
Officers Present:- Graham Barker (Principal Environmental Protection and Licensing Officer), Jennifer Curtis (Senior Licensing Officer), Sharron Rushton (Democratic Services Officer) and Sandra Kemsley (Democratic Services Officer).

Legal Representative:- Paul O’Donnell (Local Authority Retained Solicitor)

4 – Appointment of Chairman
The nomination of Councillor Wall was moved by Councillor Sweeney and seconded by Councillor C. Thomson.

A vote was taken and Councillor Wall was declared as Chairman for this meeting only.

RESOLVED:- That Councillor Wall be elected Chairman for this meeting only.

5 – Apologies for Absence/Attendance of Substitute Members

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Callister, Cassells, Derbyshire and Seward.  Councillors Sweeney and C. Thomson had substituted for Councillors Cassells and Seward respectively for this meeting only.

6 – Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 18th May, 2017 were taken as read and confirmed.
7 – Licensing Act 2003 – Update
The Principal Environmental Protection & Licensing Officer submitted a report to update Members on changes to the Licensing Act 2003 and associated Legislation brought about by the Policing and Crime Act 2017 and the Immigration Act 2016.

The changes to the Licensing Regime, contained within the Policing and Crime Act 2017, aimed to improve the effectiveness of the alcohol licensing regime in preventing crime and disorder.  The Immigration Act 2016 introduced a number of changes, particularly with respect to illegal working on Licensed Premises.
In March 2016 the Home Office published its ‘Modern Crime Prevention Strategy’. This listed 6 key drivers of crime, the last of which was alcohol.  To address this, the strategy proposed to:

· Give more powers for local authorities and police;

· Improve late night levy by making it more flexible for local areas;

· Give the Police and Crime Commissioner’s the right to request that local authorities consult on introducing a late night levy; and

· Put Cumulative Impact Policies on a statutory footing.

The proposed changes to the Licensing regime, detailed below, were contained within the Policing and Crime Act 2017, with the aim to improve the effectiveness of the alcohol licensing regime in preventing crime and disorder.  These amendments came into force on 6th April, 2017:
· An amendment to Section 5 of the Licensing Act 2003, which covered the Statement of Licensing Policy by inserting a new section 5a (1) Cumulative Impact Assessments; 

· An amendment to the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 in connection with the Late Night Levy, which would give more flexibility to local authorities to impose a Late Night Levy; 

· An amendment in connection with summary reviews; 

· An amendment in connection with Personal Licenses by giving similar powers as the court to licensing authorities to suspend or remove a personal licence from the holder; 

· Schedule 4 of the Licensing Act 2003, which detailed relevant offences for personal licence holders, had been updated;
· Amendments to the definition of alcohol; and 

· Proposed changes to future revision of the Home Office guidance, to the Licensing Act 2003, issued under Section 182.

The proposed changes to the licensing regime were set out in full in the report.

RESOLVED:- To agree to note the amendments to the Licensing Act 2003 and the Police Reform and Social Responsibility Act 2011 as outlined in report.
The meeting closed at 3.15 p.m.
