BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL of this Borough was held at the Town Hall, Barrow-in-Furness at 5.30 p.m. on Tuesday the 21st day of March, 2017 to take into consideration and determine upon the following subjects, namely:-
1.
-
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.


2.
-
MINUTES.


3.
-
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.


4.
-
ANNOUNCEMENTS.


5.
-
QUESTION BY THE PUBLIC.


6.
-
(A) 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE                         

 
FOLLOWING COMMITTEES AND                            

 
CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS.


(1)
PLANNING


(2)
LICENSING REGULATORY


(3)
LICENSING


(4)
EXECUTIVE

(B) 
QUESTIONS TO THE LEADER OF THE            

COUNCIL.


7.
-
NOTICE OF MOTION UNDER RULE 11.


8.
-
NOTICE OF MOTION UNDER RULE 11.

9.
-
TO ORDER THE COMMON SEAL TO BE                  

AFFIXED TO DOCUMENTS.

PRESENT:- Councillor Husband (Mayor in the Chair) and Councillors Barlow, Biggins, Brook, Burns, Callister, Cassidy, Derbyshire, Gawne, Hamilton, Johnston, R. McClure, W. McClure, McEwan, McLeavy, Murphy, Murray, Pemberton, Pidduck, Preston, D. Roberts, L. Roberts, Seward, Sweeney, C. Thomson, M. A. Thomson, Wall and Williams.

Officers Present:- Susan Roberts (Director of Resources), Jon Huck (Democratic Services Manager and Monitoring Officer), Keely Fisher (Democratic Services Officer), Sharron Rushton (Democratic Services Officer) and Katie Pepper (Democratic and Electoral Services Apprentice).

77 – Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd March, 2017 were taken as read and confirmed.
78 – Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were submitted from Councillors Blezard, Cassells, Gill, Heath, Maddox and Proffitt.
79 – Announcements
The Chairman of the Council, Councillor Husband made the following announcements:-

1. She congratulated everybody who had received an award at the Love Barrow Awards Celebration held on 10th March, 2017;
2. The Mayor congratulated Barrow Island Primary School for winning the Best Document for Under 12’s in the Intu National Film Award in London.  She would be preparing certificates for each of the children involved; and
3. The Mayor informed Council that she had attended an event at the Forum with the Princes Trust and BAE Systems which promoted apprenticeships.  She stated that she would fight for the Shipyard and explained that Barrovian’s were the luckiest people to live in the town as it was unique.
80 – Question by the Public

Mr B. Pointer attended the meeting to ask the following question:-

“That Barrow Borough Council supports retaining the valuable facility within Phoenix House that provides a necessary service not only to Barrow, Furness and Cumbrian residents but also to the Country in general”.

The Leader of the Council responded by thanking Mr Pointer for his personal declaration and informed him that industrial disease was a legacy of the past and agreed that Barrow was where that kind of service was needed and a decision had been made on a whim with no evidence as to why the service should be moved.  He stated that the Council needed to make sure that employees were protected and the public still had access to services, advice and support.  He informed Mr Pointer that he would write to the Secretary of State explaining that the Council was against the closure of Phoenix House.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
81 – Planning
It was moved by Councillor M. A. Thomson, and

RESOLVED:- That the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 31st January, the special meeting held on 21st February and the meeting held on 7th March, 2017 be received.

82 – Licensing Regulatory

It was moved by Councillor Callister, and 
RESOLVED:- That the meeting of the Licensing Regulatory Committee held on 2nd February, the special meeting held on 6th March and the meeting held on 9th March, 2017 be received.
83 – Licensing

Councillor Callister informed the Council that the Licensing Committees on 2nd February and 9th March, 2017 had been cancelled.

RESOLVED:- That the information be noted.
84 – Executive

It was moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor Sweeney that the report of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 8th March, 2017 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted.  He further noted that the recommendations of 1st February, 2017 regarding the Council Budget had been approved by Council on 2nd March, 2017.
RESOLVED:- That the report of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 8th March, 2017 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted, as follows:-
1.
Housing Management Forum: Recommendations
Cumbria Housing Partners
RESOLVED:-
(i)
To agree that the Housing Investment Plan be delivered directly with Procure Plus;

(ii)
To agree that the Assistant Director - Housing be authorised to serve the required notice to end the Council’s membership of Cumbria Housing Partners at the appropriate time; and

(iii)
To agree that the Assistant Director - Housing ensures the appropriate legal framework is in place to deliver works directly through Procure Plus.
2.
Treasury Management Strategy

RESOLVED:- To approve the Treasury Management Strategy Statement, including:-
(i)
The prudential indicators and limits for 2017-2018 to 2019-2020; and

(ii)
The Minimum Revenue Provision statement which sets out the Council’s policy for charging revenue.
3.
Council Finances and Performance Quarter 3
RESOLVED:- 
(i)
To approve the General Fund 2016-2017 revised budget as £10,695,050;

(ii) 
To approve the use of the Housing Revenue Account accumulated balance for 2016-2017 as £150,750; and

(iii)
To note the financial and non-financial performance information.
4.
Overtime Payments
RESOLVED:-To agree the addition of non-standard overtime payment provisions which were outside local agreements to the Flexi-Time and Time Off in Lieu Policy.
5.
Social Media Policy
RESOLVED:- To approve the Social Media Policy to be reviewed in March 2019.
6.
Pay Policy 2017/18
RESOLVED:- To approve the Pay Policy for 2017/18.
7.
Barrow Borough Council Tablet Acceptable Usage Policy for Councillors
RESOLVED:- To approve the Barrow Borough Council Tablet Acceptance Usage Policy for Councillors incorporating any equality requirements.
8.
Waste Policies
RESOLVED:- 
(i) To endorse the Cleaner Neighbourhood Act Enforcement Policy and the Small Bin Exemption Policy; and
(ii) To request the Executive Director to investigate including restricted works in the Cleaner Neighbourhood Act Enforcement Policy.

9.
New Traffic Regulation Order (TRO) for Council Owned Car Parks
RESOLVED:- To agree that approval be given to revise the current TRO 2013, carry out consultation as required by Local Authority’s Traffic Regulation Order (Procedure) (England and Wales) Regulations 1996 and give the Executive Director authorisation to make a new Order.
10.
Corporate Inspection Regime Policy
RESOLVED:- To approve the Corporate Inspection Regime Policy to be reviewed in March 2019.
11.
Employment Matters
RESOLVED:- To agree to extend the voluntary redundancy payment weeks being doubled, to a maximum of 52 weeks, for the applicants identified in the Budget Strategy; until 30th June, 2017.
12.
Increase in Planning Application Fees
RESOLVED:-

(i)
To agree to increase planning application fees by 20% from July 2017; and

(iii) To authorise the S151 Officer to submit the required information by the Government deadline of 13th March, 2017.
85 – Questions to the Leader of the Council

There were no questions submitted to the Leader of the Council under Notice as required by Standing Order 10.2 and 10.4.
The Leader of the Council took the following questions without Notice from Members which were relevant to the question asked by Mr Pointer, as follows:-

1. Councillor Preston asked the Leader:-
“Would you agree that the closure of Phoenix House will have a detrimental affect on the town as well as the 70 people who work there with a large number of cases of industrial injury within the Borough, Phoenix House provided valuable support to sufferers and their families”.

2. Councillor Sweeney asked the Leader:-

“When writing to the Secretary of State about the closure of Phoenix House would the Leader ask about the financial benefits of the closure, in particular, how many years saving on building costs would it take to pay back the likely redundancy costs of the staff who are unable to move.  The Leader should write his letter in the firmest way possible and draw the Secretary of State’s attention to the adverse comments he would receive from the Public Accounts Committee and MP’s.  A copy of the letter to the Secretary of State should also be sent to the Chair of the Public Accounts Committee”.
3. Councillor D. Roberts stated:-

“He had lost so many friends due to industrial disease and the Conservatives would support the Leader in any action he was to take with regards to Phoenix House”.
The Leader responded to the above questions.

86 – Notice of Motion Under Rule 11

The following motion had been signed by Councillors Sweeney and Pidduck and had been provided to the Council with notice under Rule 11:-

“Council views with dismay the Government’s Budget of 8th March, which fails to deliver for the people of the Borough and fails to address the issues facing the country”.
A vote was taken on the motion and it was;

RESOLVED:- That the Council views with dismay the Government’s Budget of 8th March, which failed to deliver for the people of the Borough and failed to address the issues facing the country.

87 – Notice of Motion Under Rule 11

The following motion had been signed by Councillors M. A. Thomson and Sweeney and had been provided to the Council with notice under Rule 11:-

“Council welcomes the new Waste Collection Contract which has all waste collected in lidded bins and boxes and looks forward to working with our new Contractor, FCC”.
A vote was taken on the motion and it was;

RESOLVED:- Unanimously agreed that the Council welcomed the new Waste Collection Contract which had all waste collected in lidded bins and boxes and looked forward to working with our new Contractor, FCC.
88 – Common Seal

RESOLVED:- That the Council authorises the affixing of its Common Seal to any documents to give effect to the Minutes and proceedings of the Committees submitted to or approved by this meeting and any other matters dealt with at this meeting.

The meeting closed at 6.45 p.m.

