BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL of this Borough was held at the Town Hall, Barrow-in-Furness at 5.30 p.m. on Thursday the 2nd day of March, 2017 to take into consideration and determine upon the following subjects, namely: -

1.
-
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.


2.
-
MINUTES.


3.
-
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.


4.
-
ANNOUNCEMENTS.


5.
-
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE EXECUTIVE                           

COMMITTEE AND CONSIDER                                                               

RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED THEREIN.

6.
-
SETTING THE COUNCIL TAX FOR THE YEAR                       

COMMENCING 1ST APRIL, 2017.

7.
-
TO ORDER THE COMMON SEAL TO BE                          

AFFIXED TO DOCUMENTS.

PRESENT:- Councillor Husband (Mayor in the Chair) and Councillors Barlow, Biggins, Blezard, Brook, Burns, Cassells, Cassidy, Gawne, Gill, Hamilton, Johnston, R. McClure, W. McClure, McEwan, McLeavy, Murphy, Pemberton, Pidduck, Preston, D. Roberts, L. Roberts, Sweeney, C. Thomson, M. A. Thomson, Thurlow, Wall and Williams.

Officers Present:- Phil Huck (Executive Director), Susan Roberts (Director of Resources), Jon Huck (Democratic Services Manager and Monitoring Officer), Keely Fisher (Democratic Services Officer) and Sharron Rushton (Democratic Services Officer).

The meeting was opened with prayers by the Council’s Chaplain.

71 – Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting of the Council held on 17th January, 2017 were taken as read and confirmed.
72 – Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were submitted from Councillors Callister, Derbyshire, Heath, Maddox, Proffitt and Seward.
73 – Announcements
There were no announcements from the Chairman, Leader or Head of Paid Service.

74 – Report of the Executive Committee – The Housing Revenue Account 2017-18; Budget Proposals 2017-18; Unacceptable Behaviour Policy; Introduction of Fixed Penalty Notices for Fly Tipping; and Establishment Matters
Members considered the recommendations of the Executive Committee held on 1st February, 2017 in respect of the Housing Revenue Account for 2017-18; Budget Proposals 2017-18; Unacceptable Behaviour Policy; Introduction of Fixed Penalty Notices for Fly Tipping; and Establishment Matters.

It was moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor Sweeney as follows:-

That the report of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 1st February, 2017 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted.

A named vote was taken and it was unanimously agreed as follows:-
RESOLVED:- To agree the recommendations detailed in the reports namely:-

1.
The Housing Revenue Account 2017-18

(i)
To note work and deliberations of the Housing Services Review Working Group and comments as shown in Appendix C of the report;

(ii)
To note the information at point (1) of report;

(iii)
To note the information on balances and Voluntary Repayment Provision at point (2) of the report;

(iv)
To note the information in point (3) and agree 2017/18 budgets as shown in Appendix A of the report;

(v)
To agree the deletion of Post OHS 270;

(vi) 
To agree the Dwelling Rent decrease of 1% at point (4) and note the information in Appendix B of the report;

(vii)
To agree the Garage increase of 2% at point (5) of the report;

(viii)
To agree the no rent change to Adelphi Court at point (6) of the report; and

(ix)
To note the information at point (7) of the report.

2.
Budget Proposals 2017-18

(i)
To set the 2017-2018 General Fund revenue budget as £9,729,940 including £100,340 for parish precepts, an increase in the Borough Band D Council Tax of £5 applied proportionately across all Bands (2.3%) and the use of £198,970 from Reserves;

(ii)
To approve transfers between Reserves for the MMI Scheme of Arrangement and Welfare Support;

(iii)
To approve the payment of full grant to Barrow Citizen’s Advice Bureau and Barrow and District Disability Association up to and including 2020-2021;

(iv)
To agree the deletion of vacant post DES115 part time Playgrounds Team Supervisor; 

(v)
To agree the creation of a full time Building Control Technician on Scale 5; and

(vi)
To approve the Capital Programme for 2016-2017 to 2019-2020.

3.
Unacceptable Behaviour Policy
(i)
To include a reference to spitting in the Unacceptable Behaviour Policy; and

(ii)
To approve the amended Unacceptable Behaviour Policy.

4.
Introduction of Fixed Penalty Notices for Fly Tipping
(i)
To adopt the new provision in legislation to issue fixed penalty notices for environmental offences relating to fly-tipping; and

(ii)
To set the amount of fixed penalty notice for offences under Section 33(1) (a) of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 at £400 with no reduction for early repayment.

5.
Establishment Matters
(i)
To agree the slotting in of Postholder DEH230 to the new Building Control Technician position from 1st April, 2017; and

(ii)
To approve the out of hours homeless service payments plus lieu time when on call on bank holidays.

75 – Setting the Council Tax for the year commencing 1st April, 2017

The Director of Resources reported on the Council Tax for the year commencing 1st April, 2017. 

The calculation and setting of the Council Tax for the Borough area was closely prescribed by legislation.  Her report set out the individual components of the calculation and concluded with the formal resolution in accordance with the statutory requirements.  

At the meeting, the Council had approved the 2017-2018 General Fund Revenue Budget of £9,729,940; which included £100,340 of Parish Council precepts.

The Council’s budget was the amount required to meet the years estimated expenditure net of any income raised in fees and charges or service specific grant funding.
The following precepts had been received:-

	Precept
	£

	Dalton with Newton Town Council
	72,120

	Askam and Ireleth Parish Council
	25,370

	Lindal and Marton Parish Council
	2,850

	Total parish precepts
	100,340


The Council Tax Requirement for the Borough was £4,149,800 made up as follows:-
	Item
	£

	General Fund revenue budget
	9,629,600

	Less general grants
	(5,396,000)

	Less the Collection Fund surplus
	(83,800)

	Council Tax Requirement excluding parish precepts
	4,149,800

	Plus the parish precepts
	100,340

	The Council Tax Requirement
	4,250,140


The legislation required the Council’s revenue budget to be grossed up to show the estimated total expenditure and income for 2017-2018:-
	Item
	£

	Total gross expenditure
	61,306,920

	Total gross income
	(57,056,780)

	The Council Tax Requirement
	4,250,140


Council Tax Base
The following Council Tax Bases for the Borough and the parished areas had been set for 2017-2018 as notified to the Executive Committee on 1st February, 2017:-
	Whole Area
	18,697.88

	Dalton with Newton
	2,273.65

	Askam and Ireleth
	1,048.99

	Lindal and Marton
	255.77


Calculation of the Basic Council Tax for the Borough Council

The Council’s Basic Amount of Council Tax for Band D dwellings was calculated as follows:-
	The Council Tax Requirement excluding parishes
	£4,149,800

	Divided by the Council Tax Base for the Whole Area
	18,697.88

	Gives the Basic Amount of Council Tax
	£221.94


This Band D rate of Council Tax was, in effect, an average across the parished and unparished areas of the Borough.  The statutory calculation then arrived at the Basic Amounts of Council Tax (for Band D dwellings) for the individual areas as follows:-
	Area
	Basic Amount

	Barrow (unparished)
	£221.94

	Dalton with Newton Parish
	£253.66

	Askam and Ireleth Parish
	£246.12

	Lindal and Marton Parish
	£233.07


Table 1 in Section VII.4 showed the tax amounts for each band and parish in the Council’s area.
Cumbria County Council and the Police and Crime Commissioner for Cumbria precepts and amounts of Council Tax

Cumbria County Council set its budget for 2017-2018 resulting in a precept of £23,952,358.  The Police and Crime Commissioner for Cumbria set its budget with a precept of £4,127,931. See Table 2 in Section VII.5 for the banded amounts of Council Tax.

Setting the Council Tax

The calculated Borough, Police and Crime Commissioner for Cumbria and Cumbria County Council elements were added to calculate the composite Council Tax.  The Council Tax for each category of dwellings was shown in Table 3 in Section VII.6.  After setting the Council Tax, the Council was required to advertise the amounts within 21 days in at least one local newspaper.

Schedule of precept instalments

The precepts issued by Cumbria County Council and the Police and Crime Commissioner for Cumbria were payable in equal monthly instalments on dates to be agreed with the two authorities.  The Borough Council’s demand would be paid to the General Fund by instalments on the same dates.  The three parish precepts would be paid over in full on the April precept payment date.

Instalment dates

Council Tax and NNDR bills were payable in ten instalments.  The payment dates, which would maximise cash flow, were as follows; these may have to be adjusted in the event of any delay in issuing bills:-
	Instalment
	Date
	Instalment
	Date

	1
	1st April 2017
	6
	1st September 2017

	2
	1st May 2017
	7
	1st October 2017

	3
	1st June 2017
	8
	1st November 2017

	4
	1st July 2017
	9
	1st December 2017

	5
	1st August 2017
	10
	1st January 2018


It was moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor Sweeney as follows:-

To approve the formal Council Tax resolutions as detailed in Section VII of the report.

A named vote was taken and it was unanimously agreed as follows:-

RESOLVED:-

1.
It be noted that on 1st February, 2017, the Council calculated the Council Tax Base for the year 2017-2018 in accordance with Regulations made under Section 33(5) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, as amended (the Act):-
a. for the whole Borough area as 18,697.88 in accordance with Regulation 3 of the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulation 1992, as its Council Tax Base for the year;
b. for dwellings in those parts of the Borough area to which a Parish Precept relates; being the amounts calculated by the Council, in accordance with Regulation, as the amounts of its Council Tax Base for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more special items relate:
	Dalton with Newton
	2,273.65

	Askam and Ireleth
	1,048.99

	Lindal and Marton
	255.77


2.
That the Council Tax Requirement for the Council’s own purposes for 2017-2018 (excluding Parish Precepts) was £4,149,800;
3.
That the following amounts be calculated for the year 2017-2018 in accordance with Sections 31 to 36 of the Local Government and Finance Act 1992:
a.
£61,306,920 being the aggregate of the amounts, which the Council estimates for the items, set out in Section 31A (2) of the Act taking into account all precepts issued to it by Parish Councils;
b.
£57,056,780 being the aggregate of the amounts, which the Council estimates for the items, set out in Section 31A (3) of the Act;

c.
£4,250,140 being the amount, by which the aggregate at 3(a) above exceeds the aggregate at 3(b) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 31A (4) of the Act, as its Council Tax  requirement for the year;
d.
£227.31 being the amount at 3(c) above, all divided by the item at 1(a) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 31B of the Act, as the Basic Amount of its Council Tax for the year (including Parish Council precepts);
e.
£100,340 being the aggregate amount of all special items (Parish Council precepts) referred to in Section 34(1) of the Act;
f.
£221.94 being the Basic Amount of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which no Parish precept relates as set out in Section 52ZX of the Act.

4.
Table 1 – Council Tax for parts of the Council’s Area:-
	Band
	Ratio
	Barrow
	Dalton with Newton
	Askam and Ireleth
	Lindal and Marton

	A
	6/9
	£147.96
	£169.11
	£164.08
	£155.38

	B
	7/9
	£172.62
	£197.29
	£191.43
	£181.28

	C
	8/9
	£197.28
	£225.48
	£218.77
	£207.17

	D
	9/9
	£221.94
	£253.66
	£246.12
	£233.07

	E
	11/9
	£271.26
	£310.03
	£300.81
	£284.86

	F
	13/9
	£320.58
	£366.40
	£355.51
	£336.66

	G
	15/9
	£369.90
	£422.77
	£410.20
	£388.45

	H
	18/9
	£443.88
	£507.32
	£492.24
	£466.14


5.
That it be noted that for the year 2017-2018, Cumbria County Council and the Police and Crime Commissioner for Cumbria had issued precepts to the Council in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 for each of the categories of dwellings shown in Table 2 as follows:-
	Band
	Cumbria County Council
	Police & Crime Commissioner for Cumbria

	A
	£854.01
	£147.18

	B
	£996.35
	£171.71

	C
	£1,138.68
	£196.24

	D
	£1,281.02
	£220.77

	E
	£1,565.69
	£269.83

	F
	£1,850.36
	£318.89

	G
	£2,135.03
	£367.95

	H
	£2,562.04
	£441.54


6.
That the Council, in accordance with Sections 30 and 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the aggregate amounts shown in Table 3 below as the amounts of Council Tax for the year 2017-2018 for each of the categories of dwellings:-
	Band
	Barrow
	Dalton with Newton
	Askam and Ireleth
	Lindal and Marton

	A
	£1,149.15
	£1,170.30
	£1,165.27
	£1,156.57

	B
	£1,340.68
	£1,365.35
	£1,359.49
	£1,349.34

	C
	£1,532.20
	£1,560.40
	£1,553.69
	£1,542.09

	D
	£1,723.73
	£1,755.45
	£1,747.91
	£1,734.86

	E
	£2,106.78
	£2,145.55
	£2,136.33
	£2,120.38

	F
	£2,489.83
	£2,535.65
	£2,524.76
	£2,505.91

	G
	£2,872.88
	£2,925.75
	£2,913.18
	£2,891.43

	H
	£3,447.46
	£3,510.90
	£3,495.82
	£3,469.72


7.
Determine that, in accordance with the principles approved under Section 52ZB of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, the Council’s Basic Amount of Council Tax for 2017-2018 of £221.94 compared to £216.94 for the previous year was not excessive; and
8.
That thanks be given from the Council to the Director of Resources and her staff for keeping the Finances of the Borough on track.
76 – Common Seal

RESOLVED:- That the Council authorises the affixing of its Common Seal to any documents to give effect to the Minutes and proceedings of the Committees submitted to or approved by this meeting and any other matters dealt with at this meeting.

The meeting closed at 5.57 p.m.

