LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE


Meeting: Monday 16th May, 2016

at 10.00 a.m.

PRESENT:- Councillors Callister and Seward.
Officers Present:- Jane Holden, (Acting Principal Legal Officer) and Keely Fisher (Democratic Services Officer).

1 – Quorum of Meeting
Councillor Gill had given notice that he was unable to attend the meeting at        10.00 a.m. due to work commitments therefore making the meeting inquorate.  It was proposed and agreed that a postponement of the Sub-Committee be made until the arrival of Councillor Gill.  

The meeting was postponed at 10.02 a.m.
LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE


Meeting: Monday 16th May, 2016


at 10.53 a.m.

PRESENT:- Councillors Callister, Gill and Seward.

Officers Present:- Graham Barker (Principal Environmental Protection and Licensing Officer), Jane Holden (Acting Principal Legal Officer) and Keely Fisher (Democratic Services Officer).

Legal Representative – Paul O’Donnell

2 – Appointment of Chairman for 2016/17

Nominations were requested for the appointment of Chairman of the Licensing Sub-Committee for 2016/17.

Councillor Seward moved that Councillor Callister be appointed as Chairman for 2016/17.  This was duly seconded and it was
RESOLVED:- That Councillor Callister be appointed Chairman of the Licensing Sub-Committee for 2016/17.

COUNCILLOR CALLISTER IN THE CHAIR

3 – Minutes

The Minutes of the Licensing Sub-Committee held on 30th April, 2015 were taken as read and confirmed.
4 – Apologies for Absence/Attendance of Substitute Members

Councillor Gill had replaced Councillor W. McClure for this meeting only.
5 – Application for a Gaming Machine Permit in Licensed Premises 
The Senior Licensing Officer reported that the Licensing Authority had received an application for a Gaming Machine Permit from The Owl and the Pussycat, Hindpool Road, Barrow under Schedule 13 Gambling Act 2005 (“the Act”) for 5 gaming machines within the premises.

The Owl and the Pussycat benefitted from a Premises licence issued under Section 17 Licensing Act 2003 authorising the sale of alcohol and had an automatic entitlement to make available two gaming machines (Category C or D).

Category C gaming machines allowed a maximum stake of £1 and a maximum prize of £100.  Category D gaming machines allowed a maximum stake of 10p and a maximum prize of £5 cash.  Category D machines also included crane grabbers and penny fall machines with the maximum stake being £1 and the prize up to £10 cash or £50 non-monetary prizes.

To take advantage of this entitlement, premises licence holders must give notice to the Licensing Authority and pay the prescribed fee (currently £50). The Licensing Authority had no discretion in this situation.

Where a premises wished to have more than 2 gaming machines, it needed to apply for a Gaming Machine Permit.  The Council’s Statement of Gambling Policy stated that each application would be determined on a case by case basis.

The Council’s scheme of delegation did not authorise Officers to determine applications where the application was for more than 4 gaming machines.

As the application was for the siting of 5 machines, it was necessary to bring the application before the Committee for decision.

Members should be satisfied that the granting of the said permit would not undermine the licensing objectives and that the applicant was aware of the positive steps required to promote the licensing objectives.
The Act contained 3 licensing objectives which were:-
· Preventing gambling from being a source of crime and disorder being associated with crime and disorder, or being used to support crime; 
· Ensuring that gambling was conducted in a fair and open way; and

· Protecting children and other vulnerable persons from being harmed or exploited by gambling.

The Licensing Authority could only have regard to these objectives when carrying out their functions under the Act.

The Gambling Commissions published code of practice provided the requirements that must be complied with by the Gambling Machine Permit Holder. A copy of the Code of Practice was attached as an appendix to the report.
The Senior Licensing Officer had visited the premises 
and confirmed that they were compliant with the requirements of the code of practice regarding the location and operation of gaming machines.
A representative of The Owl and the Pussycat had been invited to the Licensing Sub-Committee to discuss the application but had chosen not to do so.

The Licensing Authority had consulted with Cumbria Constabulary who had confirmed they had not objection to the application.

RESOLVED:- That the Licensed Premises Gaming Machine Permit be granted.

The meeting closed at 11.00 a.m.

