Licensing Authority Guidance


Westmorland and Furness Council
Licensing Authority
Guidance On Review Of Licence/Certificate
The fact that there is no renewal procedure for premises licences is designed to ensure that responsible operators who comply with the licensing objectives can operate with a minimum of interference.  However, the Act provides for the licences of premises causing problems to be reviewed and, if necessary, revoked, suspended or amended.  The basic procedure is as follows:

· An applicant seeking a review must give written notice of the application to the following on the same day:

· Licensing Authority

· Premises licence holder, or club premises certificate holder

· Each Responsible Authority.

· The Licensing Authority must reject an review application unless it is relevant to a least one of the four licensing objectives, or if the application is made by another party, if it is:

a) Frivolous

b) Vexatious

c) Repetitious (namely, identical or substantial similar to a ground for review already considered by the Licensing Authority in a previous review, or in the determination of the application for grant of the licence, and a reasonable period has not passed since the time – the guidance suggests 12 months would normally be a reasonable period of time, other than in compelling circumstances).

The four licensing objectives are:

· Prevention of Crime & Disorder

· Public Safety

· Prevention of Public Nuisance

· Protection of Children from Harm

· The Licensing Authority must advertise the application and invite representations from Responsible Authorities and other parties.  The application must be advertised by displaying a notice in the form prescribed by the Regulations (at least A4 in size, pale blue in colour and in black type of a least font side 16) for not less than 28 days consecutive, commencing on the day after the application was received by the Licensing Authority.

· This must be done for all review applications other than those relating to closure orders, where the notice need only be displayed for five days. The notice has to be displayed at or near the site of the premises concerned where the public can read it.  Where the premises covers an area of more than 50 square metres along any external boundary of the premises adjacent to the highway, further notices must be displayed.  If the Licensing Authority concerned has a website, it must also publish a notice on that website.  The notice advertising the review must contain the following information:

a) The address of the premises for which a review application has been received.

b) The dates between which representations may be made by parties and Responsible Authorities.

c) The grounds on which the application for review has been made.

d) The postal address and, where relevant, the website address where the register of the relevant Licensing Authority is kept, and details of when and where the grounds for review may be inspected.

e) A statement that it is an offence to knowingly or recklessly make a false statement in connection with an application and details of the maximum fine payable on conviction of such an offence.

· The Licensing Authority must then arrange a hearing at which all parties may put their case.

· At such a hearing the Licensing Authority may take any of the following steps that they consider to be necessary to promote the licensing objectives. They may:

a) Modify the conditions of the licence.

b) Exclude a licensable activity from the scope of the licence.

c) Remove the designated premise supervisor (where premises licence authorises the sale of alcohol)

d) Suspend the licence for a period not exceeding three months.

e) Revoke the licence.

f) Take no action.

Modification of the conditions of a licence includes adding new conditions as well as altering or omitting any existing conditions. Where conditions are modified, or where a licensable activity is excluded, the Licensing Authority can, if it wishes, limit the changes to a period not exceeding three months.

The Licensing Authority may of course decide to take none of these steps and leave the licence untouched.

The Licensing Authority must notify all parties of its determination and provide reasons for its decision.  Any party to the hearing may appeal against a decision of the authority by giving notice to the Magistrates Court within 21 days of being notified of the decision.

A review decision does not have effect until the time for bringing an appeal has expired and, if an appeal is lodged, until the determination or withdrawal of the appeal.
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