BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL of this Borough was held at the Town Hall, Barrow-in-Furness at 5.30 p.m. on Tuesday the 21st day of July, 2015 to take into consideration and determine upon the following subjects, namely: -

1.
-
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.


2.
-
MINUTES.


3.
-
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.


4.
-
ANNOUNCEMENTS.


5.
-
QUESTION BY THE PUBLIC.


6.
-
(A) 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE                         

 
FOLLOWING COMMITTEES AND                            

 
CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS.


(1)
PLANNING


(2)
LICENSING REGULATORY


(3)
LICENSING


(4)
EXECUTIVE


(5)
AUDIT

(B) 
QUESTIONS TO THE LEADER OF THE            

COUNCIL.


7.
-
NOTICE OF MOTION UNDER RULE 11.



8.
-
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEES                



ANNUAL REPORT.

9.
-
TO ORDER THE COMMON SEAL TO BE                  

AFFIXED TO DOCUMENTS.

PRESENT:- Councillor M. A. Thomson (Mayor in the Chair) and Councillors Barlow, Biggins, Bleasdale, Burns, Brook, Callister, Cassidy, Derbyshire, Gawne, Gill, Hamilton, Heath, Husband, Johnston, R. McClure, W. McClure, McEwan, McLeavy, Murphy, Murray, Opie, Pemberton, Pidduck, Preston, Proffitt, Roberts, Seward, Sweeney, C. Thomson, Thurlow, Wall and Williams.
Officers Present:- Phil Huck (Executive Director), Sue Roberts (Director of Resources), Jon Huck (Democratic Services Manager), Keely Fisher (Democratic Services Officer) and Sharron Rushton (Democratic Services Officer).

The meeting was opened with prayer by the Council’s Chaplain.

25 – Minutes

The Minutes of the Annual Council meeting held on 18th May and the meeting held on 26th May, 2015 were taken as read and confirmed.
26 – Question by the Public 
Mr P. Thomas attended the meeting to ask the following question:-

“Does the Council agree that Community Policing has played a major part in reducing crime and anti-social behaviour in the Borough and will Council support a campaign to protect our Community Policing?”
The Leader of the Council responded by thanking Mr Thomas for his question and informed him that a debate on this matter would be discussed later on the agenda of this meeting.  He also informed the Council that himself and the Executive Director met regularly with the Police and Crime Commissioner and had discussed with him the great value of community policing.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

27 – Planning
It was moved by Councillor M. A. Thomson, and

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 31st March, 28th April, 19th May, 23rd June and 14th July, 2015 be received.

28 – Licensing Regulatory

It was moved by Councillor Callister, and

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meeting of the Licensing Regulatory Committee held on 25th June, 2015 be received. 

29 – Licensing

It was moved by Councillor Callister, and

RESOLVED:- That the report of the Licensing Committee held on 12th March, the special meeting held on 19th March and the meeting held on 25th June, 2015 be received.
30 – Executive

It was moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor Sweeney that the report of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 24th June, 2015 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted.

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 24th June, 2015 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted as follows:-
1.
Housing Management Forum Recommendations: Housing Maintenance and Gas Servicing – Future Arrangements
RESOLVED:- 

(i)
To agree not to offer a Contract extension to the current service provider;

(ii)
To note the outcome of the process that had been undertaken in conjunction with Procure Plus to ensure the Council complied with the OJEU requirements and identify the preferred provider(s);

(iii)
To agree a new model of delivery by separating the “fabric” repairs from the “gas” element of the current Contract; and

(iv)
To agree the following Contractors be offered the two resultant Contracts for four years with potentially a further six years with two-yearly break clauses:


- Gas: Contractor “Number 13”; and


- Fabric: Contractor “Number 5”.

2.
War Pensions Disregard
RESOLVED:- To approve the disregard of war pensions up to 100% for housing benefit until the resolution was revoked or modified.
3.
Lowsy Point Beach Huts and Piel Island Cottages

RESOLVED:- To agree that until the access and amenities for the beach huts at Lowsy Point and Piel Island cottages altered, or other factors prompted a review, the Council awarded the 50% discretionary discount.
31 – Audit

It was moved by Councillor Burns; and 

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meeting of the Audit Committee held on 18th June, 2015 be received.  

32 – Questions to the Leader of the Council

There were no questions submitted to the Leader of the Council.

33 – Notice of Motion Under Rule 11

The following motion had been signed by Councillors Sweeney and Brook and had been provided to the Council with notice under Rule 11:-

“This Council believes that Community Policing has played a vital part in the reduction in crime and anti-social behaviour in the Borough over the last decade.  Council strongly believes in prevention rather than cure and gives its full support to campaigns for well resourced Community Policing in Barrow”.
A vote was taken on the motion and it was,

RESOLVED:- To unanimously agree that the Council believes that Community Policing has played a vital part in the reduction in crime and anti-social behaviour in the Borough over the last decade.  Council strongly believes in prevention rather than cure and gives its full support to campaigns for well resourced Community Policing in Barrow.

34 – Overview and Scrutiny Committee Annual Report
The Corporate Support Manager had submitted a report detailing the work undertaken by the Overview and Scrutiny Committee for 2014/15.  It was moved by Councillor Heath and seconded by Councillor Cassidy, and
RESOLVED:- That the Annual Report from the Overview and Scrutiny Committee be accepted.
35 – Common Seal

RESOLVED:- That the Council authorises the affixing of its Common Seal to any documents to give effect to the Minutes and proceedings of the Committees submitted to or approved by this meeting and any other matters dealt with at this meeting.

The meeting closed at 6.03 p.m.

