BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL of this Borough was held at the Town Hall, Barrow-in-Furness at 4.30 p.m. on Tuesday the 15th day of December, 2015 to take into consideration and determine upon the following subjects, namely: -

1.
-
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.


2.
-
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.


3.
-
ANNOUNCEMENTS.


4.
-
ELECTION OF COUNCILLOR.


5.
-
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO STANDING                              

COMMITTEES.


6.
-
(A) 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE                         

 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND                            

 
CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS.

(B) 
QUESTIONS TO THE LEADER OF THE            

COUNCIL.


7.
-
NOTICE OF MOTION UNDER RULE 11.
8.
-
TO ORDER THE COMMON SEAL TO BE                  

AFFIXED TO DOCUMENTS.

PRESENT:- Councillor M. A. Thomson (Mayor in the Chair) and Councillors Barlow, Bleasdale, Brook, Burns, Cassells, Cassidy, Derbyshire, Gawne, Gill, Hamilton, Johnston, R. McClure, W. McClure, McEwan, McLeavy, Maddox, Murphy, Opie, Pemberton, Pidduck, Preston, Roberts, Seward, C. Thomson, Thurlow, Wall and Williams.
Officers Present:- Phil Huck (Executive Director), Sue Roberts (Director of Resources), Jon Huck (Democratic Services Manager and Monitoring Officer) and Sharron Rushton (Democratic Services Officer).

The meeting was opened with prayers by the Council’s Chaplain.

50 – Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Biggins, Callister, Heath, Husband, Proffitt and Sweeney.
51 – Announcements
The Leader of the Council made two announcements:-
1.
Devolution
“All seven Council Leaders in Cumbria signed ‘Cumbria Deal – A High Level Proposition’ in early September and the document was submitted to Government by 4th September deadline for receipt of Devolution Deals, and in advance of the Chancellor’s Autumn statement.  The proposition set out a range of different functions covering economic growth, housing, learning and skills, emergency services, health and wellbeing, transport and infrastructure and management of the public estate and sought further discussions with Government; it was not a devolution submission.

The proposition was welcomed by Central Government and Cumbrian representatives were invited to attend two ‘challenge sessions’ in late October and early November.
The Cumbrian representatives comprised:-
Councillor Stuart Young – Chair of Cumbria Leaders Board;
Councillor Alan Smith – Chair of Joint Districts;
Graham Haywood – Chief Executive Cumbria LEP;
George Beveridge – Chair of Cumbria LEP;
Councillor Peter Thornton – Leader of SLDC (Lib Dem); and
Councillor Kevin Beattie – Leader of Eden DC (Conservative).
Following these sessions the shape of the Deal began to emerge.  Whilst the High Level proposition had not covered governance of any Devolution Deal, it had become clear that Government would only agree to an Elected Mayor and a Combined Authority comprising all 7 Councils in exchange for a devolved fund of £450m over 15 years i.e. £30m pa. A further submission was made following agreement by CLB of a document based on other agreed Devolution Deals, setting out Cumbrian Authorities views on the balance of power between an Elected Mayor and a Combined Authority and the functions that would be devolved to it.  A round of further negotiations between HMT and Whitehall Department policy heads had taken place and the outcome was awaited.  The key issues of debate at this stage were the quantum of finance devolved to Cumbria and the balance of powers between the EM and the CA.

Throughout this process, the Leader and all the other Council Leaders in Cumbria had made it clear that formal agreement to any Devolution Deal was a decision of each Council.  The Councils’ Monitoring Officers had been engaged to ensure that the agreement to proceed had not breached Councils’ Constitutions.  Critically each Council was free to opt out of the Deal should it wish to do so.  The Leader had been at pains to point out that he would only support any deal if it was in the long term interests of the Borough’s residents and businesses, and did not compromise the Council’s long-term financial sustainability.  This remained his position, and he would not hesitate to pull out of the Deal if these tests were not met.

Unfortunately, he could not give a timescale for the negotiations to be concluded and a document to be presented to Council for consideration.  There had been slippage in the Government’s original timetable for announcement, and his best ‘guestimate’ at this stage was that negotiations would be completed and the Deal ready for formal consideration by Councils in mid January.

The Leader was concerned that negotiations, by necessity, had not been in the public arena and that there had been no public debate about the merits or otherwise of an EM/CA model.  That would no doubt come when a final proposition was agreed for consideration by Councils”.

2.
Road Infrastructure

“The Leader wished to take this opportunity to pass on his, and the Council’s sympathies, to residents and businesses whose properties were affected by the recent flooding.  The Borough Council had offered technical and general assistance to the affected districts, and the Council stand ready to assist them in any way they can.

He stated that Members would also share his concern that flooding seriously affected the A590, to the extent that it was closed for well over 24 hours at Levens and also at Lindal-in-Furness.  The rail line to Lancaster was also closed for 2 days.  The A590 was the principal transport link, and that for a lengthy period the Furness Peninsula, with well over 100,000 people, was completely cut off.  He stated that this situation could not be tolerated, and he would therefore be writing to the Roads Minister asking him to advance improvements to flood resilience for the A590 at Levens, Newby Bridge and Green Lane, Lindal-in-Furness”.

52 – Election of Councillor
It was reported that at the Election of a Councillor for the Risedale Ward held on 29th October, 2015 Michael Cassells had been duly elected.  Councillor Cassells had made and subscribed to the declaration required by law and accepted the office of Councillor.  He would serve in that capacity until May 2019.

RESOLVED:- To note the report.

53 – Appointment of Member to Standing Committees
It was moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor C. Thomson that Councillor Cassells be appointed as a Member of the Executive Committee, Licensing Committee and Licensing Regulatory Committee. Also as a Substitute Member of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee and Licensing Sub-Committee.

RESOLVED:- That Councillor Cassells be appointed as a Member of the Executive Committee, Licensing Committee and Licensing Regulatory Committee.  Also as a Substitute Member of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee and Licensing Sub-Committee.
REPORT OF COMMITTEE
54 – Executive

It was moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor Seward that the report of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 2nd December, 2015 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted.
RESOLVED:- That the report of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 2nd December, 2015 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted, as follows:-
1.
Review of Statement of Gambling Licensing Policy
RESOLVED:- To approve the Barrow Borough Council - Statement of Gambling Licensing Policy for 2016-2019 and adopt as Borough Council Policy.
2.
Review of Statement of Licensing Policy
RESOLVED:- To approve the Barrow Borough Council - Statement of Licensing Policy 2016-2021 and adopt as Borough Council Policy.
55 – Questions to the Leader of the Council

There were no questions submitted to the Leader of the Council under Notice as required by Standing Order 10.2 and 10.4
56 – Notice of Motion Under Rule 11

The following motion had been signed by Councillors Pidduck and M. A. Thomson and had been provided to the Council with notice under Rule 11:-

“Barrow Borough Council deplores the clear attack on the social rented housing sector in the Chancellors Spending Review and Autumn Statement and the Housing and Planning Bill currently going through Parliament.  The Council is concerned about the likely impact of this upon residents of the Borough.

Barrow Borough Council is particularly concerned about the impacts of the forced sale of Council homes and the extension of the Right to Buy programme and will collate evidence on the likely impact of these measures to:-
1.
Support the Leader of the Council in writing to the Secretary of State with our concerns about the Housing and Planning Bill;

2.
Request an urgent meeting between the Leader of the Council and the local Member of Parliament to voice these concerns; and

3.
Publicise our concerns to the local community”.
A vote was taken on the motion and it was agreed that, 
RESOLVED:- (i) The Council supports the Leader of the Council in writing to the Secretary of State with the Council’s concerns about the Housing and Planning Bill;
(ii) An urgent meeting be requested between the Leader of the Council and the local Member of Parliament to voice these concerns; and

(iii) Publicise the Council’s concerns to the local community.

57 – Common Seal

RESOLVED:- That the Council authorises the affixing of its Common Seal to any documents to give effect to the Minutes and proceedings of the Committees submitted to or approved by this meeting and any other matters dealt with at this meeting.

The meeting closed at 5.02 p.m.

