BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL of this Borough was held at the Town Hall, Barrow-in-Furness at 5.30 p.m. on Tuesday the 13th day of October, 2015 to take into consideration and determine upon the following subjects, namely: -

1.
-
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.


2.
-
MINUTES.


3.
-
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.


4.
-
ANNOUNCEMENTS.


5.
-
(A) 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE                         

 
FOLLOWING COMMITTEES AND                            

 
CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS.


(1)
PLANNING


(2)
LICENSING REGULATORY


(3)
LICENSING


(4)
EXECUTIVE


(5)
AUDIT

(B) 
QUESTIONS TO THE LEADER OF THE            

COUNCIL.


6.
-
NOTICE OF MOTION UNDER RULE 11.

7.
-
NOTICE OF MOTION UNDER RULE 11.
8.
-
TO ORDER THE COMMON SEAL TO BE                  

AFFIXED TO DOCUMENTS.

PRESENT:- Councillor M. A. Thomson (Mayor in the Chair) and Councillors Barlow, Biggins, Bleasdale, Brook, Callister, Cassidy, Gawne, Hamilton, Harkin, Heath, Husband, Johnston, R. McClure, W. McClure, McEwan, Maddox, Murphy, Pemberton, Pidduck, Preston, Proffitt, Roberts, Seward, Sweeney, C. Thomson, Thurlow, Wall and Williams.
Officers Present:- Phil Huck (Executive Director), Sue Roberts (Director of Resources), Jon Huck (Democratic Services Manager and Monitoring Officer), Keely Fisher (Democratic Services Officer) and Sharron Rushton (Democratic Services Officer).

The meeting was opened with prayers by the Council’s Chaplain.

36 – Minutes Silence
The Mayor requested Members to stand and observe a one minute’s silence as a mark of respect for Parish Councillor John Millar, former Borough Councillor and former Mayor of Dalton who had recently passed away.
37 – Declarations of Interest
Councillor Heath declared a prejudicial personal interest in Minute Nos. 15, 20 and 22 of the Licensing Regulatory Committees on 13th August and 3rd September, 2015 (Zoo Licensing Act 1981 (As Amended) – South Lakes Safari Zoo Ltd).  She was friends with David Gill of South Lakes Safari Zoo Ltd and withdrew from the meeting during discussions on this matter.

Councillor McEwan declared an other registrable interest in Minute No. 54 of the Executive Committee on 9th September, 2015 (Nomination of MS Centre, Schneider Road, Barrow as An Asset of Community Value).  He was the Chair of Ormsgill Youth Association who had put forward the nomination.  He stated that he would withdraw from the meeting should the matter be discussed.

38 – Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 21st July, 2015 were taken as read and confirmed.
39 – Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Burns, Derbyshire, Gill, McLeavy and Opie.
40 – Amendments 

There were no amendments from the Chairman, Leader or Head of Paid Service.
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

41 – Planning
It was moved by Councillor M. A. Thomson, and

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 11th August, the special meeting held on 1st September and the meetings held on 15th September and 6th October, 2015 be received.

42 – Licensing Regulatory

It was moved by Councillor Callister and seconded by Councillor Seward that the report of the meetings of the Licensing Regulatory Committee held on 23rd July, the special meeting held on 13th August and the meeting held 3rd September, 2015 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted.
RESOLVED:- That the report of the meetings of the Licensing Regulatory Committee held on 23rd July, the special meeting held on 13th August and the meeting held 3rd September, 2015 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted, as follows:-
1. Zoo Licensing Act 1981 (As Amended) - Policy for Fee Setting Application to all Zoo Licences

RESOLVED:- That the Council adopts the Policy.

43 – Licensing

It was moved by Councillor Callister, and

RESOLVED:- That the report of the Licensing Committee held on 23rd July, 2015 be received and that it be noted that the Licensing Committee on 3rd September, 2015 had been cancelled.
44 – Executive

It was moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor Sweeney that the report of the meetings of the Executive Committee held on 29th July and 9th September, 2015 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted, with the exception of 10.2(v) which had been withdrawn.
RESOLVED:- That the report of the meetings of the Executive Committee held on 29th July and 9th September, 2015 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted, with the exception of 10.2(v) which had been withdrawn, as follows:-
1.
Financial Outturn 2014-2015
RESOLVED:- 

(i)
To note the financial outturn for 2014-2015;

(ii)
To approve the final 2014-2015 budget as £12.582m;

(iii)
To approve the addition of £300k to the General Fund balance;

(iv)
To approve the movements in reserves as set out in Section G of the report;

(v)
To approve the addition of £36k to the Housing Revenue Account balance;

(vi)
To note the annual treasury management review; and

(vii)
To note the amounts written off under delegation in 2014-2015.

2.
Establishment of a Market Liaison Committee
RESOLVED:- 
(i)
To establish a Market Liaison Committee, with the terms of reference set out in the appendix attached to the report; and

(ii)
To agree to appoint four Members namely Councillors Barlow, Burns, Pidduck and one Conservative representative.

3.
Risk Management Policy
RESOLVED:- To approve the Risk Management Policy.

4.
Housing Management Forum Recommendations: Gas Maintenance and Responsive Repairs Contract


RESOLVED:- To confirm the term of the Contracts as three years, plus one year with potentially a further six years with two yearly break clauses.

5.
Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme 2016-2017

RESOLVED:- To agree to continue with the current Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme for 2016-2017.

6.
Establishment Changes


RESOLVED:- 

(i)
To approve the deletion of post OHS512 with effect from 3rd October, 2015;

(ii)
To approve the deletion of post OHS523 with effect from 1st November, 2015;

(iii)
To approve the deletion of post CLA040 with effect from 1st April, 2016;

(iv)
To approve the creation of a permanent full time Property Information Team trainee on Scale 2/5 (£15,207 to £22,212 per annum), with an agreed grading review following the completion of a GIS related qualification and appropriate experience.  The post to be funded within the deletion of post CLA040; and

(v)
To approve the use of reserves to fund the Property Information Team trainee until 31st March, 2016.

7.
Social Media Policy

RESOLVED:- To approve the Social Media Policy.

8.
Customer Services Strategy


RESOLVED:- To approve the Customer Service Strategy.

9.
Craven House Roofing


RESOLVED:-

(i)
To note the project review report;

(ii)
To authorise the Monitoring Officer to append the additional text to Contract Standing Order 16 as set out in the report; and

(iii)
To endorse the exemptions applied to the Craven House Roofing project in terms of the requirements of the Contract Standing Orders.

10.
Nomination of MS Centre, Schneider Road, Barrow as An Asset of Community Value

RESOLVED:-
(i)
To agree that the information set out at (a) in the report be held on the List of Assets of Community Value for successful and unsuccessful nominations;

(ii)
To agree that successful and unsuccessful nominations would remain on the List of Assets of Community Value for five years;

(iii)
To agree that the List of Assets of Community Value for successful and unsuccessful nominations were published on the Council’s website;

(iv)
To agree that authority to approve or reject nomination for inclusion on the List of Assets of Community Value under Section 88 of the Localism Act 2011 be delegated to the Executive Committee and Part 3 of the Constitution regarding the terms of reference for the Executive Committee be amended accordingly;

(v)
Withdrawn; and

(vi)
To request the Executive Director to arrange a meeting with the Multiple Sclerosis Society and the Schneider Road Pre School/Nursery.

11.
Appointment of Independent Persons

RESOLVED:- To agree that Steve Murray and Jeff Bright be appointed as the Council’s Independent persons for a period of four years with immediate effect.
12.
IT Services Strategic Plan

RESOLVED:- To approve the IT Services Strategic Plan.

45 – Audit

It was moved by Councillor Harkin; and 

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meeting of the Audit Committee held on 24th September, 2015 be received.  

46 – Questions to the Leader of the Council

There were no questions submitted to the Leader of the Council under Notice as required by Standing Order 10.2 and 10.4
The Leader of the Council took the following question without notice from a Member which was relevant to the business of the meeting:-

Councillor Sweeney referred to Minute No. 196 (Devonshire Dock Hall, North Road, Barrow-in-Furness) of the Planning Committee on 15th September, 2015 and Minute No. 242 (BAE Systems, Bridge Road, Barrow-in-Furness) of the Planning Committee held on 6th October, 2015 and asked the Leader:-

1. To thank all Planning Department staff who had worked on such a complex application and produced a great result for BAE and the Borough;

2. Whether he agreed that the completion showed commitment to BAE; and

3. Whether he would contact the Secretary of State for Defence to speed up the process for the signing of the Contract for the Main Gateway.
The Leader responded to the questions.
47 – Notice of Motion Under Rule 11

The following motion had been signed by Councillors Sweeney and M. A. Thomson and had been provided to the Council with notice under Rule 11:-

“This Council applauds the work done by local groups to collect items for Syrian refugees. Council reaffirms its commitment to work with the County Council and voluntary groups to support refugees in their desperate plight”.

A vote was taken on the motion and it was,

RESOLVED:- To unanimously agree that this Council applauds the work done by local groups to collect items for Syrian refugees. Council reaffirms its commitment to work with the County Council and voluntary groups to support refugees in their desperate plight.
48 – Notice of Motion Under Rule 11

The following motion had been signed by Councillors Pidduck and Brook and had been provided to the Council with notice under Rule 11:-

“Council believes that improving transport infrastructure and increasing skills levels are key, both to delivering the major projects in South and West Cumbria and to getting the maximum benefit for local people.

Council supports Furness Economic Development Forum and urges Cumbria LEP to prioritise transport infrastructure and also skill development and re-skilling for all age groups and across the whole range of skill levels”.

A vote was taken on the motion and it was unanimously agreed that, 
RESOLVED:- (i) The Council believes that improving transport infrastructure and increasing skills levels are key, both to delivering the major projects in South and West Cumbria and to getting the maximum benefit for local people; and
(ii) The Council supports Furness Economic Development Forum and urges Cumbria LEP to prioritise transport infrastructure and also skill development and re-skilling for all age groups and across the whole range of skill levels.
49 – Common Seal

RESOLVED:- That the Council authorises the affixing of its Common Seal to any documents to give effect to the Minutes and proceedings of the Committees submitted to or approved by this meeting and any other matters dealt with at this meeting.

The meeting closed at 6.25 p.m.

