BOROUGH OF BARROW IN FURNESS

OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE







  Meeting, Thursday, 23rd May, 2013






  at 2.00 p.m. 

PRESENT:- Councillors Roberts (Chairman), Cassidy (Vice-Chairman), Derbyshire, Hamilton, Johnston, Maddox, Sweeney, C. Thomson, M. A. Thomson and Wall.
1 – Declarations of Interest
Councillor Hamilton declared an other registrable interest in Agenda Item No. 7 – Work Programme (Minute No. 4) as he was a Member of Cumbria County Council.

Councillor Wall declared an other registrable interest in Agenda Item No. 7 – Work Programme (Minute No. 4) as she was a Member of Cumbria County Council.

2 – Apologies for Absence/Attendance of Substitute Members

Apologies for absence were submitted from Councillors Husband, R. McClure and Opie.
Councillor Sweeney had attended as a substitute Member for Councillor Husband for this meeting only.

3 – Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 14th March, 2013 were taken as read and confirmed.

4 – Work Programme
The Policy Review Officer provided Members with the current Work Programme 2013/14 and invited Members to prioritise the reviews.  The Work Programme included:-
	Item
	Topic
	Scope of the review

	1
	Allotments
	To review the Council’s arrangements for managing tenancies and the waiting list.

Ensure the allotment service was financially sustainable.

	2
	Street Cleanliness
	To review to Council’s arrangements for working with the contractor to deliver a higher standard of street cleanliness.

To ensure appropriate arrangements were in place to manage external factors of the impact on street cleanliness e.g. seagulls and fly tipping.

	3
	Coastal Protection
	The implementation of phase four of the Flood and Coastal Erosion Risk Management Strategy had resulted in changes to way in which coastal defence projects were funded. The review would focus on the medium term project plan and how it would be funded.

	4
	Estates and Asset Management
	To review arrangements for maximising income from the Councils assets and the potential for the disposal of redundant assets.

	5
	Town Centres Development and Supporting Local Traders
	Review arrangements for supporting local traders in the current economic climate.

	6
	Highways and Car Parking
	Review the provision of highways maintenance by Cumbria County Council. Review street lighting and on-street parking arrangements.

	7
	Economic Development, Planning and Development Control.
	Review arrangements for planning and economic development in light of the reduced funding as a result of the Governments deficit reduction programme. Ensure the Council still had appropriate arrangements in place to access development funding.


	8
	Cultural Services
	Review the impact of the Council’s service review on cultural services. The review would consider events, distribution of funding and service charges.

	9
	Policy and Strategy
	Monitor the development of and performance against the Council’s key priorities.

	10
	Housing Strategy
	Review availability of private sector and socially housing and consider partnership arrangements to ensure that the availability of housing in the Borough meets demand. 

	11
	Localised Flooding
	Collect information from other agencies to determine whether appropriate action was being taken to minimise the impact of localised flooding.


It was noted that Item No. 1 – Allotments and Item No. 3 – Coastal Protection were now complete.  Item No. 2 – Street Cleansing and Item No. 10 – Housing Strategy remained on-going.

RESOLVED:- 

(i)
That the reviews regarding Street Cleansing and Housing Strategy remained on-going;

(ii)
That a review of Cultural Services be prioritised and a Work Group set up;

(iii)
That Members of the Work Group for a review of Cultural Services consisted of Councillors Cassidy, Derbyshire, C. Thomson, M. A. Thomson and Wall; and
(iv)
That a review of the Estates and Asset Management also be prioritised.
The meeting closed at 2.20 p.m.
