BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

LICENSING COMMITTEE








Meeting: 25th July, 2013








at 2.00 p.m.

PRESENT:- Councillors Callister (Chairman), Irwin (Vice-Chairman), Biggins, Derbyshire, Graham, W. McClure, Maddox, Opie, Pemberton, Seward and Wall.

8 – The Local Government Act, 1972 as amended by the Local Government          (Access to Information) Act, 1985 and Access to Information (Variation) Order 2006

Discussion arising hereon it was

RESOLVED:- That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act, 1972 the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 2 and 7 (Minute Nos. 14-16) of Part One of Schedule 12A of the said Act.

9 – Apologies for Absence/Attendance of Substitutes
An apology for absence was received from Councillor Roberts.

10 – Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 20th June, 2013 were taken as read and confirmed.

11 – Application for Street Trading Consent – Ruth’s Rolls
The Environmental Health Manager submitted a report regarding a request she had received from Ms Jackie Storey, trading as Ruth’s Rolls, to operate a catering trailer on the car park attached to the Soccer Bar, Wilkie Road, Barrow-in-Furness between the hours of 7.00am and 1.30pm Monday to Friday and on days when Barrow AFC football matches were taking place; normally Saturdays from 12.30pm till 6.00pm or midweek evenings from 6.00pm till 10.30pm.  She reported that standard conditions for Street Trading Consents within the Borough stated that the Trader must operate his/her business on a mobile basis and could, therefore, stop only ten minutes in any section of a street and thereafter must move into a different street and must not then return to the same section of that street that day; this was known as the 10 minute rule.
In order to enable Ms Storey to trade, the Environmental Health Manager advised that the ten minute rule would need to be relaxed.  She informed the Committee that no comments had been received to date from the consultees and therefore requested Members to consider varying the standard conditions to enable the relaxation of the ten minute rule and for a Street Trading Consent to be issued, subject to no objections from the consultees.
Referring to Paragraph 15.5 of Part 4 (Rules of Procedure) of the Council’s Constitution, Councillor Biggins had requested his right to require an individual vote to be recorded to indicate that he was against the following decision.

RESOLVED:- To agree to approve the relaxation of the 10 minute rule and agree that a Street Trading Consent be issued subject to no objections being received from consultees.

12 – Variation to Licensed Premises Gaming Machine Permit Gambling Act 2005 – The Victoria Tavern, Oxford Street, Barrow-in-Furness
The Environmental Health Manager submitted a report advising that she had received an application for the variation of a Licensed Premises Gaming Machine Permit from Gamestec for The Victoria Tavern, Oxford Street, Barrow-in-Furness.  A copy of the application had been appended to her report.

It was noted that the Victoria Tavern currently had a permit authorising the provision of four category C gaming machines and was applying to vary the permit to allow the provision of five category C machines.  Category C gaming machines allowed a maximum stake of 50p and a maximum prize of £25.00.

She reported that Officers had delegated authority to determine applications for up to a maximum of four machines in any individual premises (Minute No. 8 Licensing Committee, 22nd May, 2008 refers).  Public Houses and other licensed premises were entitled to have up to two gaming machines (category C or D) without the need for a permit.  
Appended to the report was a copy of the Gambling Commission’s Gaming Machine Code of Practice.  It was noted that the Code of Practice required gaming machines to be located in a place within the premises so that their use could be supervised, either by staff whose duties included such supervision or by other means.  She advised the Committee that an Officer had discussed current supervision and siting arrangements with a senior member of the management of the premises and arrangements appeared to be adequate.
Licensing Authorities were required to consider an application for a permit based on the Licensing Objectives, the guidance issued to Licensing Authorities and such matters as they considered relevant.

The Licensing Objectives were:-

1) Preventing gambling from being a source of crime or disorder, being associated with crime or disorder or being used to support crime;
2)
Ensuring that gambling was conducted in a fair and open way; and
3)
Protecting children and other vulnerable persons from being harmed or exploited to gambling.

The Environmental Health Manager had recommended that Members approved the application.  She advised that she had consulted with the Police Authority who had confirmed that they had no objection to the application.
RESOLVED:- To agree to approve the application for the Variation of the Licensed Premises Gaming Machine Permit from Gamestec for the Victoria Tavern, Oxford Street, Barrow-in-Furness to allow the provision of five category C gaming machines.
13 – Invitation to Attend Night Time Inspections with Cumbria Police
The Environmental Health Manager reported that she had received an invitation from Inspector Mike O’Hagan of Cumbria Police which would enable Members of the Licensing Committee to observe inspections of the night time economy carried out by Cumbria Police and the Borough Council’s Licensing Officer.
She reported that Members had attended previous inspections on a number of occasions over the past years and had welcomed the opportunity to see the partnership work which took place.
Members had been requested to consider the invitation to attend the night time inspections which would take place in September or October 2013.  An exact date would be confirmed shortly.

RESOLVED:- To agree to accept the invitation to attend night time inspections with Cumbria Police.

14 – Private Hire Vehicle Driver – Renewal Application
The Environmental Health Manager reported on a renewal application she had received from a Private Hire Vehicle Driver, Mr G. T.  She submitted information which had been drawn to her attention concerning the applicant and set out details of the Committee’s policy regarding such matters.  

The applicant attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police representative was also present.
RESOLVED:- To agree that the renewal application for a Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence from Mr G. T. be granted and that a written warning be issued.

15 – Application for Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence
The Environmental Health Manager reported on an application she had received for a Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence from Mr C. D. T.  She submitted information which had been drawn to her attention concerning the applicant and set out details of the Committee’s policy regarding such matters.  

The applicant, along with his representative, attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police representative was also present.

It was moved by Councillor Derbyshire and seconded by Councillor Maddox that the applicant be advised to re-apply for a licence in twelve months’ time, this was voted upon and declared lost.  The results were 2 for, 8 against and 1 abstention.

It was further moved by Councillor Irwin and seconded by Councillor Wall that the application be granted and that the applicant be required to address the Committee in six months’ time.  This was voted upon and declared carried.  The results were 8 for, 2 against and 1 abstention.

RESOLVED:- To agree to grant Mr C. D. T. a Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence and request that he addresses the Committee in six months’ time.

16 – Private Hire Vehicle Driver and Operator

The Environmental Health Manager submitted a report regarding an existing Private Hire Vehicle Driver and Operator, Mr S. A. H.  She submitted information which had been drawn to her attention concerning the Driver and Operator and set out details of the Committee’s policy regarding such matters.  

Mr S. A. H. had been invited to attend the meeting to address the Committee but had failed to do so. 

It was moved by Councillor Biggins and seconded by Councillor Maddox that the matter be deferred to allow Mr S. A. H. to attend the next meeting to address the Committee.

RESOLVED:- To agree to defer consideration of this matter and to re-invite Mr S. A. H. to the next meeting to provide him with a further opportunity to address the Committee.  
The meeting closed at 2.52 p.m.

