BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

LICENSING COMMITTEE








Meeting: 20th June, 2013








at 2.00 p.m.

PRESENT:- Councillors Callister (Chairman), Irwin (Vice-Chairman), Biggins, Derbyshire, Maddox, Opie, Pemberton, Roberts, Seward and Wall.

1 – The Local Government Act, 1972 as amended by the Local Government          (Access to Information) Act, 1985 and Access to Information (Variation) Order 2006

Discussion arising hereon it was

RESOLVED:- That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act, 1972 the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 2 and 7 (Minute No. 7) of Part One of Schedule 12A of the said Act.

2 – Apologies for Absence/Attendance of Substitutes
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Graham and W. McClure.

3 – Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 21st March, 2013 were taken as read and confirmed.

4 – Appointments on Outside Panels, Working Groups etc.
The Council on 14th May, 2013 had given delegated authority to Committees to make appointments to Outside Bodies, Forums (excluding Housing Management Forum) Panels, Working Groups etc. in accordance with the number and allocation of seats to political groups as agreed at the meeting.

In the case of the Licensing Committee this involved appointments to the Licensing Policy Consultation Working Group, the Taxi/Private Hire Liaison Group and the Taxi Licensing Working Party.  The Executive Director had requested the Committee to make the necessary appointments.

RESOLVED:- To agree the appointments as follows:-


Licensing Policy Consultation Working Group (3 Labour: 1 Conservative)

Councillors Callister, Irwin, Opie and Pemberton.

Taxi/Private Hire Liaison Group (2 Labour: 1 Conservative)

Councillors Callister, Maddox and Roberts.

Taxi Licensing Working Party (3 Labour: 1 Conservative)

Councillors Callister, Irwin, Maddox and Roberts.
5 – European Market, Street Trading

The Environmental Health Manager submitted a report dealing with a proposal by European Gift Events to organise and promote a Continental Market in Barrow Town Centre on Dalton Road for a period of five days between the 6th and 10th August, 2013 as a promotional and commercial venture to encourage shopping in Barrow.  

The market would comprise of traders who would sell a variety of goods such as glass and china, jewellery, Italian biscuits and olives, Egyptian textiles, chocolate factory, pet beds, South American goods, crepes and waffles, handmade soap, Polish barbecue and stew and carved garden ornaments and furniture.

The Environmental Health Manager requested delegated authority to issue street trading consents in the Town Centre for the relevant period, subject to details being negotiated by the Town Centre Manager and precise stall locations being agreed in consultation with the Highway Authority and Emergency Services.  She had also suggested that a fee of £1,200 be charged for the consent.
RESOLVED:- (i) To agree in principle to the holding of a European Market on Dalton Road from 6th to 10th August, 2013;

(ii) To agree that delegated authority be given to Officers to issue Street Trading consents subject to consultees being in agreement and that their requirements would be satisfied; and 

(iii) To agree that a fee of £1,200 be charged for the consent.

6 – Taxi Licensing Working Party – Actions to retain a viable Hackney Carriage rank based trade
The Environmental Health Manager submitted a report dealing with the outcome of a meeting of the Taxi Licensing Working Party which had been set up on a task and finish basis in order to consider what actions could be taken to retain a viable Hackney Carriage rank based trade in Barrow.

She reported that a meeting of the Taxi Licensing Working Party had taken place on 10th May, 2013 to discuss a number of actions that could be implemented to retain a viable Hackney Carriage rank based trade as recommended in the Unmet Demand Survey which had been carried out in the Borough during 2012.  She reported that during that meeting, Members had been mindful of the fact that the Law Commission was currently carrying out a comprehensive review of Hackney Carriage (taxi) and Private Hire vehicle legislation, at the Government’s request.  In order to avoid making changes locally which could then be overturned by new national legislation, Members of the Working Party had recommended that the Licensing Committee awaited the outcome of the Law Commission’s review before taking any action which would affect the Hackney Carriage trade.

RESOLVED:- To agree that this Committee would wait for the outcome of the Law Commission’s review into Hackney Carriage and Private Hire vehicle legislation, before considering making any changes that would affect the Hackney Carriage trade.

7 – Application for Private Hire Driver’s Licence
The Environmental Health Manager reported on an application she had received for a Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence from Mr B. H.  She submitted information which had been drawn to her attention concerning the applicant and set out details of the Committee’s policy regarding such matters.  

The applicant attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police representative was also present.
RESOLVED:- To agree that the application for a Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence from Mr B. H. be approved and that a written warning be issued.

The meeting closed at 2.20 p.m.

