BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

LICENSING COMMITTEE









  Meeting: 9th September, 2010








  at 2.00 p.m.

PRESENT:- Councillors D. Roberts (Chairman), Biggins, Callister, James, McEwan, Pointer and Unwin.
18 – The Local Government Act, 1972 as amended by the Local Government (Access to Information) Act, 1985 and Access to Information (Variation) Order 2006

Discussion arising hereon it was

RESOLVED:- That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act, 1972 the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 2 and 7 (Minute Nos. 23, 24, 25, 26 and 27) of Part One of Schedule 12A of the said Act.

19 – Disclosure of Interests

Councillor McEwan declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda Item No. 9 – Application for Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence as the applicant was a neighbour.  He left the meeting during consideration of this item.
20 – Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Maddox and Stephenson.
21 – Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 29th July, 2010 were taken as read and confirmed.

22 – Rebalancing the Licensing Act 2003
The Commercial Services Leader drew Members’ attention to the Council’s response to a recent consultation document issued by the Home Office concerning a review of the Licensing Act 2003.  A copy of the response was attached to the report.

Members requested that once changes to legislation made, members be given training prior to implementation.  
RESOLVED:- To note the consultation response.

23 – Hackney Carriage Driver
Referring to Minute No. 14 of the meeting held on 29th July, 2010 the Commercial Services Leader re-submitted a report concerning Mr G. M.  He submitted information which had been drawn to his attention concerning the applicant and set out details of the Committee’s policy regarding such matters.

Mr G. M. attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police Representative was also present.

RESOLVED:- To agree to allow Mr G. M. to retain his Hackney Carriage Driver’s Licence on the understanding that he received a written warning as to his future conduct.
24 – Application for a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence
Referring to Minute No. 16 of the meeting held on 29th July, 2010 the Commercial Services Leader re-submitted a report concerning an application which he had received for a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence from Mr D. W.

Mr D. W. had been invited to attend today’s meeting but had failed to do so for the second consecutive time.
RESOLVED:- That Mr D. W’s application be refused.

25 – Hackney Carriage Driver

The Commercial Services Leader reported on information concerning a Hackney Carriage Driver, Mr A. E.  He submitted information which had been drawn to his attention concerning the applicant and set out details of the Committee’s policy regarding such matters.

Mr A. E. attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police Representative was also present.

RESOLVED:- To agree to allow Mr A. E. to retain his Hackney Carriage Vehicle Driver’s Licence on the understanding that he received a written warning as to his future conduct.

26 – Application for a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence
The Commercial Services Leader reported on an application he had received for a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence from Mr A. D.  He submitted information which had been drawn to his attention concerning the applicant and set out details of the Committee’s policy regarding such matters.

Mr A. D. attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police Representative was also present.

RESOLVED:- To agree to grant Mr A. D. with a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence on the understanding that he received a written warning as to his future conduct.

27 – Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Driver
Referring to Minute No. 72 of the meeting held on 22nd April, 2010 the Commercial Services Leader resubmitted a report concerning information which had been drawn to his attention regarding a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Driver, Mr L. F. K. and set out details of the Committee’s policy regarding such matters.
Mr L. F. K. and a representative attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police Representative was also present.

RESOLVED:- (i) To agree that consideration of this matter be deferred to the next meeting;

(ii) To agree that Mr L. F. K’s Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence would remain suspended until a decision had been made; and

(iii) The Council would pursue the Police Authority for additional information.

28 – Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Drivers Licences
Regarding recent applications for Hackney Carriage/Private Vehicle Drivers licences, Members requested the Commercial Services Leader call a meeting with Taxi business owners to discuss vigilance when employing drivers.

RESOLVED:- To agree to request the Commercial Services Leader call a meeting with Taxi business owners.
The meeting closed at 3.10 p.m.
