BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

LICENSING COMMITTEE









  Meeting: 3rd February, 2011








  at 2.00 p.m.

PRESENT:- Councillors D. Roberts (Chairman), Biggins, Callister, Irwin, McEwan, Maddox, Pointer, Stephenson and Unwin.

47 – The Local Government Act, 1972 as amended by the Local Government (Access to Information) Act, 1985 and Access to Information (Variation) Order 2006

Discussion arising hereon it was

RESOLVED:- That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act, 1972 the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 2 and 7 (Minute Nos. 51, 52, 53, 54 and 55) of Part One of Schedule 12A of the said Act.

48 – Disclosure of Interests

Councillor Biggins declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda Item No. 10 – Private Hire Driver, as the applicant was known to him.  He left the meeting during consideration of this item.

Councillor Callister declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda Item No. 10 – Private Hire Driver, as the applicant was known to him.  He left the meeting during consideration of this item.

Councillor McEwan declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda Item No. 8 – Application for Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Drivers Licence, as the applicant was known to him.  He left the meeting during consideration of this item.

49 – Minutes
The Minutes of the meetings held on 9th December, 2010 were taken as read and confirmed.

50 – Gambling Act 2005 – Variation to Licensed Premises, Gaming Machine Permit, Furness Railway, Abbey Road, Barrow-in-Furness
The Chief Environmental Health Officer submitted an application for variation to a Licensed Premises Gaming Machine Permit to allow 5 Category C gaming machines to be operated at the Furness Railway, Abbey Road, Barrow-in-Furness.

The Furness Railway currently had a permit authorising the provision of 4 Category C gaming machines and was applying to vary the permit to allow the provision of 5 Category C machines.

Category C gaming machines allowed a maximum stake of 50p and a maximum prize of £25.00.

Officers had delegated authority to determine applications for up to a maximum of 4 machines in any individual premises (Minute No. 8 Licensing Committee 22nd May, 2008).  Public Houses and other licensed premises were entitled to have up to 2 gaming machines (Category C or D) without the need for a permit.  (Category D gaming machines allowed a maximum stake of 10p or 30p (non monetary) and a maximum prize of £5 cash (£8 non monetary).

Chapter 26 of the Guidance to Licensing Authorities (3rd Edition) May 2009 dealt with gaming in alcohol licensed premises.

Chapter 20 of the Statement of Gambling Policy related to Alcohol Licensed Gaming Machine Permit.  A copy of Chapter 20 was attached as an appendix to the report.  

Licensing Authorities were required to consider an application for a permit based on the licensing objectives, the Guidance issued to Licensing Authorities and “such matters as they think relevant”.

The Licensing objectives were:-

1) Preventing gambling from being a source of crime or disorder being associated with crime or disorder or being used to support crime;
2) Ensuring that gambling was conducted in a fair and open way; and
3) Protecting children and other vulnerable persons from being harmed or exploited by gambling.

The Police Authority had been consulted and confirmed that they had no objection to the application.
A copy of the Gambling Commission – Gaming Machine Code of Practice was also attached as an appendix to the report.
The Code of Practice required gaming machines to be located in a place within the premises so that their use could be supervised, either by staff whose duties included such supervision (including bar or floor staff) or by other means.  An Officer had discussed current supervision and siting arrangements with a senior member of the management of the premises and arrangements appeared to be adequate.

RESOLVED:- To agree to approve the application for Variation to a Licensed Premises Gaming Machine Permit to allow 5 Category C gaming machines to be operated at the Furness Railway, Abbey Road, Barrow-in-Furness.
51 – Application for a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Drivers Licence

The Chief Environmental Health Officer reported on an application he had received for a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Drivers Licence from Mr G. J. N.  He submitted information which had been drawn to his attention concerning the applicant and set out details of the Committees policy regarding such matters.  Mr G. J. N. attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police representative was also present.
RESOLVED:- To agree to grant Mr G. J. N. with a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Drivers Licence on the understanding that he received a severe written warning as to his future conduct.
52 – Application for a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Drivers Licence

Referring to Minute No. 44 of the meeting held on 9th December, 2010 the Chief Environmental Health Officer resubmitted a report concerning an application he had received for a Hackney Carriage/Private Hire Vehicle Drivers Licence from Mr C. S. 

Mr C. S. had been invited to attend today’s meeting but had failed to do so for the second consecutive time.

RESOLVED:- To agree that Mr C. S’s application be refused.

53 – Private Hire Vehicle Driver

The Chief Environmental Health Officer reported on information concerning a Private Hire Vehicle Driver, Mr S. C.  He submitted information which had been drawn to his attention concerning the driver and set out details of the Committee’s policy regarding such matters.

Mr S. C. attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police representative was also present.

RESOLVED:- To agree to allow Mr S. C. to retain his Private Hire Vehicle Driver’s Licence.

54 – Private Hire Vehicle Driver
The Chief Environmental Health Officer reported on information concerning a Private Hire Vehicle Driver, Mr J. S.  He submitted information which had been drawn to his attention concerning the driver and set out details of the Committee’s policy regarding such matters.

Mr J. S. had been invited to attend today’s meeting but had failed to do so.

RESOLVED:- To agree that consideration of this matter be deferred until the next meeting.

55 – Hackney Carriage Driver
The Chief Environmental Health Officer reported on information concerning a Hackney Carriage Driver, Mr M. J. B.  He submitted information which had been drawn to his attention concerning the driver and set out details of the Committee’s policy regarding such matters.

Mr M. J. B. attended the meeting and addressed the Committee.  A Police representative was also present.

RESOLVED:- To agree to allow Mr M. J. B. to retain his Hackney Carriage Driver’s Licence on the understanding that he received a written warning as to his future conduct.

The meeting closed at 2.50 p.m.
