LICENSING SUB-COMMITTEE









Meeting: 7th January, 2009








at 10.00 a.m.

PRESENT:- Councillors Callister, Murray and D. Roberts.

1 – Appointment of Chairman

It was

RESOLVED:- That Councillor Callister be appointed Chairman for the ensuing year 2008/09.

COUNCILLOR CALLISTER IN THE CHAIR

2 – Minutes

The minutes of the meeting held on 29th January, 2008 were taken as read and confirmed.

2 – Application for Review of Premises Licence under Licensing Act 2003 – The Railway, 1-3 Station Terrace, Dalton-in-Furness

The Chief Environmental health Officer submitted a report concerning The Railway, 1-3 Station terrace, Dalton-in-Furness.

He informed the Sub-Committee that an application had been made by Inspector Malcolm Woodhouse of Cumbria Constabulary, Police Station, Station Road, Dalton-in-Furness for a review of the Premises Licence (No. PL0096) of The Railway, 1-3 Station Terrace, Dalton-in-Furness under the provisions of the Licensing Act 2003.

It was noted that the Premises Licence holder and Designated Premises Supervisor was Ms Samantha Jane Carroll and that the Premises Licence had been granted on 24th November, 2005.  

The application for review related to the following licensing objectives:-

1. The prevention of crime and disorder;
2. Public safety; and
3. The prevention of public nuisance.

The application had been copied to the relevant responsible Authorities and had also been advertised as required by statue for a 28 day period.
A copy of the application together with a copy of the Premises Licence and a copy of two letters sent by the Police Authority to Ms Carroll, following a visit to the licensed premises in January and April, 2008 made as a result of incidents had been appended to the report.  Also appended to the report were comments from the Council’s Environmental Protection Officer concerning instances of noise nuisance at the licensed premises.
The Designated Premises Supervisor had been unable to attend the Committee and had been represented by her partner, Mr Clark.  In addition, Mr Watson a resident from the neighbouring property of the licensed premises had made representations.  Likewise Inspector Woodhouse of Cumbria Constabulary, Mr McVeigh, a Police Community Support Officer and Mr Barker, the Council’s Environmental Protection Officer also addressed the Sub-Committee and answered Members’ questions.

During the questioning process Mr Clark requested further information from Inspector Woodhouse in relation to an activity at or linked to the licensed premises which had taken place on 2nd November, 2008 at 4.00 a.m.  However, Inspector Woodhouse did not have a detailed Police log of the event with him and offered to obtain the information if Mr Clark and or/the Sub-Committee considered it important evidence.
The Sub-Committee agreed to adjourn whilst Inspector Woodhouse obtained further information.

THE MEETING WAS ADJOURNED AT 10.34 A.M. AND RECONVENED AT 

10.41 A.M.

Inspector Woodhouse confirmed that the incident on 2nd November, 2008 at 4.00 a.m. had been reported by a resident purely for his information as he had an interest in the licensed premises.  He further advised that the resident who submitted the complaint had advised the Police that there would not be a need to attend the licensed premises.

Mr Clark requested the Sub-Committee’s approval to submit additional information.  He had obtained representations from four residents living within close proximity to the licensed premises stating that they had no problems or concerns with the premises.  The Committee were happy to accept this additional information.

Inspector Woodhouse requested the Sub-Committee’s approval to provide a snapshot of information from the Streetsafe Surveys which had been undertaken with the residents living within close proximity to the licensed premises, likewise the Sub-Committee accepted this additional information.

RESOLVED:- That in accordance with 100A(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 and Access to Information (Variation) Order, 2006 members of the public (including the press) be excluded from the meeting during the deliberation of the Sub-Committee, on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 6 of Part One of schedule 12A of the said Act.

The public withdrew and were re-admitted to the meeting following the Sub-Committee’s deliberations.

RESOLVED:- That the Sub-Committee amend the Premises Licence as follows:-
To allow the sale of alcohol on and off the premises as follows:-

· Monday – Thursday 
11.00 a.m. – 11.30 p.m.

· Friday and Saturday 
11.00 a.m. – 1.30 a.m.

· Sunday 


12.00 noon – 11.30 p.m.

The opening hours of the premises as follows:-

· Monday – Thursday 
11.00 a.m. – 12.00 midnight

· Friday and Saturday 
11.00 a.m. – 2.00 a.m.

· Sunday 


12.00 noon – 12.00 midnight

The Sub-Committee arrived at this decision having heard an application for a review of the Premises Licence at the Railway, 1-3 Station Road, Dalton-in-Furness, submitted by the Police on the grounds that public nuisance, crime and disorder and public safety had been compromised over the last 12 months as a result of the way that the premises had been run.

The Sub-Committee accepted that the Police have had to investigate incidents that have indicated that the licensed premises were a risk to the licensing objectives detailed above.  They had also acknowledged that a licensed premises needed to be viable to maintain its ability to trade.

The Sub-Committee advised the Licence holder that they had a right of appeal to the Magistrates Court in respect of this decision.

The meeting closed at 12.30 p.m.
