BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

NOTICE OF DECISIONS

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – 23RD JANUARY, 2013
NOTES:

1. The decisions of the Executive Committee in this notice are published in accordance with Section 15 (Call In) of the Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules.

2. Except for decisions recommended to Council those decisions denoted as delegated will come into force and may be implemented on the expiry of 5 working days after the publication of this notice.

3. Decisions identified as urgent are not subject to call-in.

Date of Publication: 24th January, 2013
	EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

	Date of Meeting:
23rd January, 2013


Title:
Housing Management Forum Recommendations
Delegated Decision:
That the recommendations of the Housing Management Forum be agreed as follows:-

Housing Maintenance Investment Programme 2013/14
To agree the following:-

1.
Note the progress on achieving and maintaining the Decent Homes Standard shown at point (1) of the report;

2.
Agree the annual Investment Profile shown at Appendix C of the report;

3.
Agree monies from reserves be made available to complete the Griffin roofing replacement and Hindpool balcony repairs in 2013/14; and

4. Agree continued delivery through Cumbria Housing Partners (CHP) but note consideration to delivery by other means should the value exceed the permitted level.

STAR Survey Key Findings

To note the key findings of the STAR Survey as follows:-


●
87% of Tenants had been satisfied with the overall services provided;

●
88% of Tenants had been satisfied with the repairs and maintenance service;


●
90% of Tenants had been satisfied with the quality of their home;


●
85% of Tenants had found staff helpful;


●
89% of Tenants had been satisfied with the general condition of their homes;


●
89% of Tenants felt they had obtained good value for money from their rent;


●
84% of Tenants had been satisfied with their neighbourhood as a place to live;


●
80% of Tenants felt that Barrow Borough Council Housing Service had kept them informed;

· 79% of Tenants thought that their landlord had taken account of their views;
· Approximately 12% of Tenants had made a complaint last year and of those, 45% had been dissatisfied with how their complaint had been handled; and
· In respect of local services, 14% of Tenants had been dissatisfied with the appearance of their neighbourhood, 17% had been dissatisfied with grounds maintenance, 14% had been dissatisfied with internal cleaning and 21% had been dissatisfied with external cleaning.
	EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

	Date of Meeting:
23rd January, 2013


Title:
Council Tax Base 2013-2014
Delegated Decision:

To note the report of the Borough Treasurer.
	EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

	Date of Meeting:
23rd January, 2013


Title:
Furness Maritime Trust
Delegated Decision:

To agree that the Collections and Exhibitions Manager and relevant staff be permitted to spend an appropriate amount of time registering and administering Gift Aid for the Furness Maritime Trust.
	EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

	Date of Meeting:
23rd January, 2013


Title:
Revised Local Development Scheme (LDS) and Planning Policy Update
Delegated Decision:

To agree the Local Development Scheme, which would take effect on              31st January, 2013 and approve the production of a single Local Plan document.
	EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

	Date of Meeting:
23rd January, 2013


Title:
Borough Council Representative on Furness Enterprise Board
Delegated Decision:

To agree to nominate the Leader of the Council to serve on the Furness Enterprise Board for the remainder of the municipal year.

	EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

	Date of Meeting:
23rd January, 2013


Title:
Parking Services Management Structure
Delegated Decision:

To agree that, notwithstanding the representations made on behalf of the postholder, PO6 was the appropriate spinal column point for the Parking and Admin. Services Manager post and that the Council’s Establishment be amended accordingly.
	EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

	Date of Meeting:
23rd January, 2013


Title:
Advice Services Transition Grant

Delegated Decision:

To agree to support Barrow Citizen’s Advice Bureau’s application for Advice Services Transition Grant.

	EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

	Date of Meeting:
23rd January, 2013


Title:
Housing Management Forum: Recommendations

Decision (Recommended to Council):


Housing Revenue Account

To recommend the Council:-

1.
To note information at point (1) of the report;

2.
To note the information regarding balances at point (2) of the report;

3.
To note the information in point (3) of the report and agree the 2013/14 budget as shown at Appendix A of the report;

4.
To agree an average increase of 3.85% in line with Rent Restructuring guidelines and note the effect on individual rents shown at Appendix B of the report;

5.
To agree the increase of Garage charges of 3.85% as show at point (4.1) of the report; and

6.
To note the information at point (4.2) of the report.

	EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

	Date of Meeting:
23rd January, 2013


Title:
Budget Proposals 2013-14

1.
To agree the budget consultation process as referred to in the report;

2.
To note that the Budget Council was to be held on 26th February, 2013 at 5.30 p.m.; and

Decision (Recommended to Council):

To recommend the Council:-

3.
To set the budget at £11,054,830 excluding parish precepts, with a 1.9% increase in the borough element of the Council Tax;

4.
To agree to use £219,174 of the financial settlement to balance the 2013-2014 budget;

5.
To agree to add £167,780 of the financial settlement to reserves.
6.
To agree to retain the Neighbourhood Management Team and the Operational Costs of 242/244 Dalton Road at a cost of £87,690;

7.
To agree to the £8,000 increase in professional fees for Environmental Health duties;

8.
To agree to the £5,000 reduction in the Members training budget;

9.
To agree to the addition of £3,500 for membership of the Industrial Communities Alliance.

10.
To agree to end the supply of dog fouling bags, saving £2,000;

11.
To agree the car parking pay and display charges as listed in the report; 

12.
To agree the price increases as listed in the report;

13.
To decline the Council Tax Freeze Grant offered for 2013-2014 as referred to in the report;

14.
To approve the recommendations of the Housing Management Forum regarding the Housing Revenue Account;

15.
To approve the Capital Programme for 2013-2014 to 2015-2016 as referred to in the report;

16.
To approve the Treasury Management Strategy Statement for 2013-2014 to 2015-2016 as referred to in the report;

17.
To approve the borrowing Approved Limit for 2013-2014 as £58 million; and
18.
To approve the movements in reserves and balances as set out in the report, adjusted for 242/244 Dalton Road.
	EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

	Date of Meeting:
23rd January, 2013


Title:
Council Tax Discount
Decision (Recommended to Council):

To recommend the Council to approve the award of the 50% discretionary discount to the seven Piel Island Cottages and the 16 beach huts at Lowsy Point.
	EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

	Date of Meeting:
23rd January, 2013


Title:
Establishment – Budget 2013-2014
Decision (Recommended to Council):

To recommend the Council:-

(i)
To delete posts DNM030 and DNM050 from the Council’s establishment;

(ii)
To create a 30 hour post on Manual Scale 3 at the Borough Kennels; and
(iii)
To permanently upgrade postholder DES170 to Scale 2/3.

