EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE








Meeting: 9th December, 2009







at 2.00 p.m. 

PRESENT:- Councillors Guselli (Chairman), Heath, McEwan, Marcus, Millar, Pemberton, Pidduck, Richardson, Solloway and Waiting.
95 – The Local Government Act, 1972 as amended by the Local Government (Access to Information) Act, 1985 and Access to Information (Variation) Order 2006

Discussion arising hereon it was

RESOLVED:- That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act, 1972 the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 3 (Minute Nos. 109 and 110 ) of Part One of Schedule 12A of the said Act.

96 – Disclosure of Interests

Councillor McEwan declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Agenda Item 9, Recommendations of the Housing Management Forum (Minute No. 101) – Adaptations for Tenants with Disabilities.  An adaptation to his property for his wife had been carried out by AB Mitchell.  He declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 12 – Prevention of Waste (Minute No. 107).  He was a Member of the Regeneration and Community Services Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  He also declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 17 – Grounds Maintenance Contract (Minute No. 109).  He was a Member of the Waste Sub-Committee.
Councillor Pemberton declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 12 – Prevention of Waste (Minute No. 107).  He was a Member of the Regeneration and Community Services Overview and Scrutiny Committee.  He also declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 17 – Grounds Maintenance Contract (Minute No. 109).  He was a Member of the Waste Sub-Committee.

Councillor Waiting declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 17 – Grounds Maintenance Contract (Minute No. 109).  She was a Member of the Waste Sub-Committee.

97 – Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 11th November, 2009 were agreed as a correct record.
98 – Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Barlow, J. Hamezeian, Stephenson and Williams.  Councillors McEwan, Solloway and Heath substituted for Councillors J. Hamezeian, Stephenson and Williams respectively.
99 – Grants Sub-Committee

RESOLVED:- To note the Minutes of the Grants Sub-Committee held on               7th October, 2009.

100 – Early Retirement Panel

RESOLVED:- To note the Minutes of the Early Retirement Panel held on               6th November, 2009.

101 – Housing Management Forum: Recommendations
The recommendations of the Housing Management Forum held on 26th November, 2009 were submitted for consideration.

N.B. The Minutes are reproduced as Appendix 1 to the Minutes of this meeting.
RESOLVED:- That the recommendations of the Housing Management Forum be agreed as follows:-


Planning of Investment and Maintenance Services
(i)
To agree that the Stock Condition Survey be completed during the current financial year; and

(ii)
To agree to appoint Consultants to complete a review of the current Responsive Repair Contract in consultation with the Tenant Compact Working Party.


Miscellaneous Properties

(i)
To note the information regarding the management of miscellaneous properties; and

(ii)
To agree the proposals to include the investment requirements of these properties through a Stock Condition Survey.


Gas Servicing
(i)
To note information contained in the report regarding gas servicing; and

(ii)
To agree that the Housing Service adopt a 'ten month' cycle to further ensure services were completed within twelve months.


Adaptations for Tenants with Disabilities
To agree the extension of the current contract arrangement with AB Mitchell for a further two year period, commencing on 1st April 2010.

102 – Council Tax Base 2010-2011
The Borough Treasurer informed the Committee that the Council Tax Base calculation had been based on the number of dwellings on the valuation list adjusted by estimates for additions to and deletions from the list. Adjustments had also been made for exempt dwellings, disabled reductions, discounts and successful appeals.

The Council Tax Base for the financial year 2010-2011 had been set at:

	The whole Borough area
	21,545.98

	Barrow unparished area
	17,661.84

	Dalton with Newton Town Council
	2,493.53

	Askam and Ireleth Parish Council
	1,123.35

	Lindal and Marton Parish Council
	267.27


The base would be used to set the Council Tax for the financial year 2010-2011.

RESOLVED:- To agree the Council Tax Base for setting the Council Tax for 2010-11.
103 – Risk Policy 2009
The Chief Executive informed the Committee that the 2009 Risk Policy had been updated to include the following changes:

The minimum score above which mitigating action was required had been reduced from 16 to 15 to include risks with uncertain likelihood but a major impact; 

The responsibilities had changed to reflect that the Corporate Services Overview and Scrutiny Committee would receive quarterly monitoring reports;
The responsibilities had changed to reflect that Management Team would sign the Assessment and Evaluation forms for high level risks as recommended by Internal Audit; and
Removal of risk of not being able to report against National Indicators or LAA targets because robust arrangements were now in place.
Members considered the amended Risk Policy.
The policy also required the identification of a member champion for Risk Management.

RESOLVED:- (i) To approve the changes to the Council’s Risk Policy; and

(ii) To agree that the Leader of the Council would be the Member responsible for risk management.

104 – Housing Association New Building Progress
The Chief Executive informed the Committee that working in partnership with Accent Housing Association, a number of developments were currently in progress.  The schemes had been financed with the assistance of funding from the Homes and Communities Agency or Recycled Capital Grants.  The Committee considered the schemes.
All the schemes had been supported by the Council and reflected the needs identified either through the most recent Housing Needs Survey, or the Supported Housing Needs Assessment.

With regard to future development, there were constraints caused by the shortage of development opportunities and the Councils ability to secure funding.

In discussion with Accent Housing, a development opportunity had now arisen on Bradford Street, which adjoined the Council's Ormsgill estate.  The land was in ownership of Lecks.

Initial discussions involved the site being developed with up to 20 units by Lecks with the properties being sold on completion to Accent as social housing.

Based on the most recent Housing Needs Survey he suggested the most appropriate development would be for predominantly three bedroomed houses for rent, with family sized bungalows for families with a disability.  That could, however, be subject to financial remodelling by Accent HA.

He asked the Committee to support the opportunity in order that Officers could pursue the scheme's development.

RESOLVED:- (i) To note the information contained in the report; and

(ii) To agree to support the development of a new build scheme at Bradford Street in conjunction with Accent Housing Association and Lecks, subject to funding from the Homes and Communities Agency.

105 – South Lakeland District Council Local Development Framework Core Strategy
The Director of Regeneration and Community Services informed the Committee that the South Lakeland District Council Local Development Framework Core Strategy had identified Kendal and Ulverston as Principal Service Centres which would accommodate 55% of the total housing requirement for the district required by the Regional Spatial Strategy: 20% being located in Ulverston and 35% in Kendal.  The total housing allocation for the District to 2025 was 8,800 dwellings.  The allocation in Ulverston was 1,760 additional dwellings over the next 15 years.  In addition, small scale housing developments would be provided in the outlying local service centres of Penny Bridge, Greenodd, Broughton-in-Furness, Kirkby-in-Furness and Great/Little Urswick, Swarthmoor and in smaller rural settlements and hamlets including Bardsea, Baycliff, Gleaston, Leece, Loppergarth, Newbiggin, Scales and Stainton (number unspecified), 35% of the housing would be affordable, with 60%  social rented, based on need.

A copy of Section 4 of the Spatial Strategy for Ulverston was considered by the Committee.

That rate of residential growth planned in Ulverston was the highest in South Lakeland District.  The planned population increase being 11,500 to 14,000, an increase of 21%.  That compared to 14% planned population growth in Kendal.

12 ha of employment land would also be developed between 2010 and 2025 based upon 20% of the estimated annual requirement of 4 ha per annum across the District.

Leaving aside the issue of additional residential development in nearby local service centres and smaller rural settlements, the scale of development proposed in Ulverston represented a major growth strategy for the town, increasing its population from 11,500 to 14,000 people over 15 years.

Growth based on these housing allocations contrasted starkly with the position in Barrow, where an allocation of 2,700 dwellings (or 150 per annum) was required.  Barrow and Ulverston were within the same Travel to Work Area and the Plan had recognised the extensive economic and social links between the two settlements.

Such a significant growth strategy, equivalent to the development of three Marina Villages, was of great concern as developers view Furness as a single housing market and it would, be detrimental to the development of the Marina Village in particular and housing in Barrow generally.  Particularly so as, whilst the Core Strategy priorities previously used land, he could not see how development of that scale could be developed without significant greenfield development.

The Council had expressed its concern at scale of Greenfield development in Furness proposed in the Core Strategy being detrimental to development within Barrow in the Core Strategy Preferred Options consultation in June 2008.  In particular, it had pointed out that the policy would conflict with the Regional Spatial Strategy.

The allocation was, in conflict with the Strategic Objective of the Core Strategy “to ensure the scale and type of housing in the Furness Peninsula helps to support regeneration of Barrow-in-Furness.”

For the above reason and to meet the timescale for representations, he submitted a formal representation on the Core Strategy confirming that due to the scale of development proposed in Ulverston and the surrounding villages the South Lakeland District Core Strategy was unsound.

RESOLVED:- (i) To agree that Officer’s views be confirmed that due to the scale of residential development proposed in Ulverston and the surrounding villages the South Lakeland District Council Core Strategy was unsound; and
(ii) To instruct the Chief Executive to write to all South Lakeland District Council Councillors explaining the Council’s concerns at the scale of residential development proposed in Ulverston.

106 – Local Authority Special Funding in 2010/11 for the National Bus Concession in England
The Chief Executive reminded the Committee that its last meeting it had been reported that the Minister of Transport was consulting on proposals to redistribute funding within the current three year settlement for the National Bus Concession in the final year 2010/11.

The effect of his proposals would be a reduction of £200,000 for Barrow and a net reduction of £380,000 for Cumbria as a whole.

A consensus was emerging among all the Councils in Cumbria to collectively respond rejecting the proposal and an initial draft response was considered by the Committee.
The Minister had shortened the consultation period to eight weeks and Members were invited to agree to support a joint response and delegate authority to the Leader of the Council and Chief Executive to agree the final draft and submit it to the Minister.

RESOLVED:- (i) To note the draft response and the emerging consensus among the seven Councils in Cumbria to collectively respond rejecting the proposals; and 
(ii) To agree that in view of the tight timescale to delegate authority to the Leader of the Council and Chief Executive to agree the final response for submission.

REFERRED ITEMS

THE FOLLOWING MATTERS ARE REFERRED TO COUNCIL FOR DECISION

107 – Presentation of Waste
The Committee considered a detailed report of the Policy Review Officer regarding the output from the review undertaken by the Regeneration and Community Services Overview and Scrutiny Committee regarding the Chief Environmental Health Officer report on the presentation of waste for collection.

It was reported that to ensure that residents continued to recycle waste to the maximal potential it was proposed to implement controls that could be used to limit the amount of waste that was presented as ‘side waste’ for disposal to landfill, being waste not segregated for recycling and presented  as waste for landfill in containers provided by residents themselves.  

The legislative control that local authorities could use to ensure compliance with waste collection arrangements had been provided by Sections 46/47 Environmental Protection Act 1990 as amended by the Clean Neighbourhood and Environment Act 2005.  Members were reminded that in spring 2007 that power had been used to establish an Enforcement Protocol imposing restrictions on residents in respect of times when waste receptacles should be presented.  As would be expected in enforcement matters the Councils approach had been one of education first and enforcement as a last resort and he confirmed that to date no formal action had been taken for waste presented at inappropriate times.

In considering the provision of controls to ensure that residents were encouraged to maximise the recycling of waste materials he proposed to amend the existing Enforcement Protocol to take into consideration matters relating to waste presented in containers not provided by the Council.  The minor change to the existing Enforcement Protocol was highlighted in bold in a revised version which was considered by the Committee.

The revised Enforcement Protocol provided for an additional offence of presenting waste in containers not provided by the Council for the purpose of collection of waste.  That change was considered necessary to encourage residents to use the containers provided by the Council for disposal of waste and to minimise waste to landfill additional to that disposed of in the 120 litre wheeled bin. 

As with the powers delegated by Members in the original Enforcement Protocol it was not the intention of the Council to unreasonably penalise residents.  The powers were considered as a necessary last option where residents refuse to comply with reasonable requests to use containers provided by the Council for waste disposal.  He reminded the Committee that since the new recycling services and smaller residual wheelbin scheme commenced in May this year the Council had approved over 700 applications from residents to retain the larger wheelbin were family size and circumstances necessitate.  The policy for such retention being based on a family size of five or more; families with two children or more in nappies and residents suffering medical conditions.   

It was intended that a programme of publicity and promotional events would be carried out prior to the change to the Enforcement Protocol coming into force from April 2010.

RECOMMENDED:- To recommend the Council that the Enforcement Protocol – Sections 46/47 Environmental Protection Act 1990 – Presentation of Waste (Domestic and Commercial) as amended be adopted as Borough Council Policy effective from April 2010.

108 – Sale of Land – Land adjoining 2 Broadway, Barrow-in-Furness
The Director of Corporate Services informed the Committee that the Sale of Council land adjoining 2 Broadway was being reported as it involved the sale of a Council owned asset to an elected member.

Councillor Williams had applied to purchase a piece of land owned by the Council. The land comprised a triangular shaped shrub measuring 5.13 square metres and adjoined the rear of property known as 2 Broadway, Barrow which was owned by Councillor Williams.
By virtue of its location the land was of no particular benefit to the Council nor does it offer any special amenity to the community.  It was unlikely to be of interest to anyone else but the owner of 2 Broadway.  The Council currently maintained the land and cuts the grass under its grounds maintenance contract.  With its sale the Council would no longer be required to maintain the land. 

The District Valuer had given a formal valuation of the land at £150.00 in September 2009.

The land would be sold subject to its use being for domestic purposes and only to be used in conjunction with 2 Broadway, Barrow.  A tree currently was situated on the land would be maintained by the purchaser.  The Council’s legal costs would be borne by the purchaser.
RECOMMENDED:- To recommend the Council to approve the sale of the land adjoining 2 Broadway, Barrow-in-Furness to Councillor Williams.

109 – Grounds Maintenance Contract
The Director of Regeneration and Community Services’ report identified the organisations which would be invited to tender for Grounds Maintenance services in the Borough, and identified the timetable required to allow the new contract to be in place from 1st April 2010.

RECOMMENDED:- To recommend the Council that relevant Standing Orders be suspended to allow this Committee on 27th January, 2010 to approve the recommendation from the evaluation process to award the Grounds Maintenance Contract.  

110 – Building Cleaning Contracts 2010/12
The Director of Regeneration and Community Services’ report detailed information regarding contractor performance in compliance with existing Building Cleaning Contracts and sought approval to offer the current contractor an extension of the contract for two years.
RECOMMENDED:- To recommend the Council to agree that Bulloughs Cleaning Services Limited be offered a two year extension to their current contracts from April 2012.

The meeting closed at 3.05 p.m.

