EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE









Meeting: 8th July, 2009








at 2.00 p.m. 

PRESENT:- Councillors Guselli (Chairman), Barlow, Flitcroft, McEwan, Marcus, Millar, Pemberton, Pidduck, Richardson (items 1-14 and outside bodies only), Stephenson (items 1-14 only), Unwin and Waiting.
13 – The Local Government Act, 1972 as amended by the Local Government (Access to Information) Act, 1985 and Access to Information (Variation) Order 2006 – Urgent Item

RESOLVED:- That by reason of the special circumstances outlined below the Chairman is of the opinion that the following items of business not specified on the agenda should be considered at the meeting as a matter of urgency in accordance with Section 100(B)(4)(b) of the Local Government Act 1972.




Item





Reason

Appointment on Outside Bodies, Panels

To enable representatives to be Working Parties etc. (Minute No. 23)

appointed to Outside Bodies            






following the resignation of                






Councillor Bell from the Conservative 






Group.

Housing Market Renewal – Sutherland

To enable the item to be considered   Street Group Repair (Minute No. 29)

by Council at its meeting on          






21st July, 2009.

Redevelopment of land at Greengate

To enable the item to be considered Street (Minute No. 28)



by Council at its meeting on          






21st July, 2009.

Barrow Town Centre Link Road Phase

To enable the item to be considered II – Purchase of land at Cornmill Crossing
by Council at its meeting on          Hindpool (Minute No. 30)



21st July, 2009.

14 – The Local Government Act, 1972 as amended by the Local Government (Access to Information) Act, 1985 and Access to Information (Variation) Order 2006

Discussion arising hereon it was

RESOLVED:- That under Section 100A(4) of the Local Government Act, 1972 the public and press be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraph 3 (Minute No. 29) of Part One of Schedule 12A of the said Act.

15 – Disclosure of Interests

Councillor Guselli declared a personal interest in Agenda Item 10 – Funding of Handyperson Scheme (Minute No. 21), Agenda Item 11 – Free access to “pay to play” leisure activities for Looked after Children (Minute No. 25) and Agenda Item 13 – Consultation on the potential change to the administration of Concessionary Travel from 2011 (Minute No. 22).  He was a Member of Cumbria County Council.  He also declared a personal interest in the Urgent Item – Barrow Town Centre Link Road Phase II, Purchase of Land at Cornmill Crossing, Hindpool (Minute No. 30).  One of the valuers is known to him.  He also declared a personal interest in the Urgent Item – Housing Market Renewal Programme – Sutherland Street Group Repair (Minute No. 29).  Leck Construction were known to him.

Councillor Marcus declared a personal interest in Agenda Item Agenda Item 10 – Funding of Handyperson Scheme (Minute No. 21) Agenda Item 11 – Free access to “pay to play” leisure activities for Looked after Children (Minute No. 25) and Agenda Item 13 – Consultation on the potential change to the administration of Concessionary Travel from 2011 (Minute No. 22).    He also declared a personal interest in the Urgent Item – Barrow Town Centre Link Road Phase II, Purchase of Land at Cornmill Crossing, Hindpool (Minute No. 30).  He was a Member of Cumbria County Council. 
Councillor Waiting declared a personal and prejudicial interest in the Urgent Item – Barrow Town Centre Link Road Phase II – Purchase of Land at Cornmill Crossing, Hindpool (Minute No. 30).  Her husband works for BAE and was involved in negotiations regarding the Link Road.  She left the meeting during consideration of the item.

16 – Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 10th June, 2009 were agreed as a correct record.

17 – Apologies for Absence/Attendance of Substitute Members
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors J. Hamezeian and Williams.

Councillors McEwan and Unwin attend the meeting as substitutes for Councillors       J. Hamezeian and Williams.
18 – Presentation by Furness Enterprise – Open for Business – Town Centre Business Support
The Chief Executive of Furness Enterprise, Harry Knowles, attended the meeting and gave a brief overview of the use of Working Neighbouring Fund to support Employment and Enterprise during the 2008/09 financial year and set out the Town Centre proposals.

RESOLVED:- (i) To note the presentation by Furness Enterprise “Open for Business” Scheme;
(ii) To agree to approve the revised “Open for Business” Scheme; 

(iii) To request Furness Enterprise to provide a differential support package for Town Centre Businesses; and

(iv) To authorise the Director of Regeneration and Community Services to liaise with Furness Enterprise on the launch of the scheme.

19 – Housing Management Forum: Recommendations
The recommendations of the Housing Management Forum held on 25th June, 2009 were submitted for consideration.

N.B. The Minutes are reproduced as Appendix 1 to the Minutes of this meeting.

RESOLVED:- That the recommendations of the Housing Management Forum be agreed as follows:-
1.
Appointment of Representatives to Working Groups etc.

That:-

(i)
Members agree to the following nominations:-


(a)
Tenant Compact Working Party:- Councillors James and Wood plus    
1 Labour Representative and Tenant Representatives; Mrs P. 
Charnley, Mrs K. Hotchkiss and Mr Alan McIntosh;


(b)
Homelessness Funding Working Party:- Councillors Flitcroft and         
J. Hamezeian plus 1 Labour Representative and Tenant 
Representatives; Mrs P. Charnely, Mrs K. Hotchkiss and Mr Alan 
McIntosh;


(c)
Homelink Service Review Group:- Councillors Dawes, Maltman and 
Wood and Tenant Representatives; Mrs P. Charnley, Mr Alan 
McIntosh and Mr Bill Ward; and

(ii)
The Tenant’s Constitution be brought back to the next meeting of the Housing Management Forum for review.

2.
Homelessness Funding 2009/10

That Members:-

(i)
Agree the following spend profile:-


   £5,000
Shelter: South Cumbria Offenders Scheme


£12,100
Deposit Guarantee Scheme (DIGS)


   £2,500
Barrow Borough Council Sanctuary Scheme


£10,000
Barrow Borough Council Refurbishment of Temporary            

Accommodation


£19,400
CADAS Mediation Service


£11,000
Destin (Performance Management System)


-----------


£60,000


-----------

(ii)
Continue the Court Desk provision by use of £10,000 awarded by CLG and agree that the additional £10,000 funding awarded also be invested through the same scheme;

(iii)
Note the Prevention Repossession funding of £28,500 awarded by CLG; and

(iv)
Agree the proposal to implement a Homeless Prevention fund with £10,000 Housing Options funding awarded by CLG.

3.
Housing Maintenance Investment Programme 2009/2010

That Members agree to:-

(i)
Endorse the Housing Manager’s action in submitting a bid for Major Repairs Allowance funding to be brought forward;

(ii)
The Council taking up the opportunity to bring forward Major Repairs Allowance funding from 2010/11 to 2009/10; and

(iii)
The funding being used to accelerate investment being determined through Cumbria Housing Partners as follows:-


£100,000:
Kitchen upgrades


£100,000:
Bathroom upgrades


£100,000:
Central Heating upgrades.

4.
Housing Service: Strategic Aims

That Members agree to:-

(i)
Note the progress with Mike Schirwing;

(ii)
The Housing Service’s vision: “to provide well maintained homes and estates where people choose to live”; and

(iii)
Note action regarding the Annual Service Plan.
20 – Revenue Outturn for the Year ended 31st March, 2009
The Borough Treasurer reminded the Committee that the 2008-09 original General Fund (GF) net revenue budget had been set at £13,092,000.  The net GF expenditure for the year was £13,145,927.  The deficit for the year was £53,927.

The GF balance as at 31st March, 2009 was £1,971,258.  That was a prudent level of balance to maintain and represented around 15% of the net revenue budget.

The actual expenditure had been compared to the original budget and the difference formed part of the GF balance.

The main variations from the original budget had been reported to the Committee on a quarterly basis throughout 2008-09.

The Housing Revenue Account (HRA) original budget for 2008-09 had been set at a surplus of £29,820.  The outcome for the year was a surplus of £120,556.

The HRA balance as at 31st March, 2009 was £845,980.

The Collection Fund (CF) had resulted in a deficit of £260,788 for the year with an overall CF balance of £389,136.  That deficit would be shared in 2010-2011 amongst the Council, Cumbria County Council and the Police Authority in proportion to their precepts for 2009-2010.

The available reserves at 31st March, 2009 were:-

The Opportunity Reserve at £1,195,552.  In the year approved amounts totalling £78,470 had been used.

The general reserve stood at £461,623 and other earmarked reserves amounted to £1,348,798.

The contribution to reserves in the year was made up of the following items:

	Breakdown of contribution in the year:
	£
	£

	Budget support for 2009-10 to 2011-12

Approved at Executive Committee 28th January 2009
	
	500,000

	Park Vale grant support pending the receipt of proper accounts
	
	8,530

	Leisure Centre support for loss of income

Support allocated from Working Neighbourhood Fund

Approved at Executive Committee 17th September 2008
	
	300,000


	Area Based Grant:
	
	

	Working Neighbourhood Funds allocated to projects but the funding has not yet been claimed
	264,241
	

	Safer Stronger Community Fund allocation to Neighbourhood Management Team but funding has not yet been claimed
	70,357
	

	Climate change funding not yet spent
	22,500
	357,098

	Contribution in the year
	
	1,165,628


Reserves were used during the year for the following items:

	Breakdown of contribution in the year:
	£

	Leisure Centre support for loss of income

Support allocated from Working Neighbourhood Fund

Approved at Executive Committee 17th September 2008
	(29,679)

	Festival Fund for the year
	(24,845)

	Used in the year
	(54,524)


The Usable Capital Receipts at the year end were £1,572,673.

The Major Repairs Reserve for the HRA had been fully used in the year.

RESOLVED:- To note the results of the financial year 2008-09.

21 – Funding for “Handyperson” Scheme
The Director of Regeneration and Community Services reminded the Committee that in December 2008, Supporting People (Cumbria County Council) had successfully applied to the Department for Communities and Local Government (CLG) for funding to develop a “Handyperson” Scheme to operate in all six Cumbria District authority areas.

The funding amounted to £150,000 for 2009/10 and £220,000 for 2010/11 and was to facilitate the expansion or creation of a suitable scheme, which was to be sustainable and self-financing beyond 2011.

Handyperson Schemes provided services for elderly and vulnerable people.  Scheme operators carried out small repairs and maintenance jobs within homes and the immediate external environment usually at a subsidised cost to the resident. The aims of a Handyperson Scheme were to promote independent living, reduce accidents in the home, improve quality of life and maintain a sense of well-being, safety and security.

A Handyperson Scheme shared the aims of a Home Improvement Agency (HIA), such as the Anchor Staying Put agency which had successfully been operating in Barrow for a number of years and as the contract with Supporting People for the provision of HIA services was currently being re-tendered, with effect from January 2010, the opportunity had been taken to include the provision of a Handyperson Scheme as part of the HIA service.

It had been agreed that of the £150,000 funding agreed for Handyperson Schemes this year, £100,000 be split equally between the six authorities to enable the promotion of interim services until the new HIA contract was awarded.

In Barrow, Age Concern had recently received funding from Cumbria County Council in the form of a Community Regeneration Fund grant to set up a home repairs scheme which mirrored the type of service provided by Handyperson Schemes as envisaged by CLG.

RESOLVED:- To authorise the Chief Environmental Health Officer to draw down £13,667 from Supporting People, Cumbria County Council, and to use the funds to supplement the existing Age Concern, Barrow home repairs scheme as an interim measure prior to the establishment of a Handypersons Scheme following the awarding of the Home Improvement Agency contract in January 2010.

22 – Consultation on the Potential Change to the Administration of Concessionary Travel from April 2011
The Director of Regeneration and Community Services informed the Committee that the Department of Transport had launched a consultation on possible changes to the administration of concessionary travel.  It would examine various options for changing the tier of government which was responsible for the administration of the England-wide bus pass.
The outcome of the consultation was planned for implementation by April 2011 if the decision to make changes was taken. 

The report advised the Committee to approve a response favouring one each of the proposals for change in principle. 

The consultation was looking at proposals for how the statutory concessionary travel scheme would be administered.  These proposals were as follows:-
1)
Leaving things as they were (with lower-tier authorities, usually District Councils);

2) 
Moving to higher tier authorities (usually County Councils);
3)
Centralising administration with the Department for Transport or one of its agencies); and
4)
Administration be moved to a regional level.

The Department was also proposing four options for how the discretionary scheme should in the future be administered:
1)
District Councils retain the ability to establish discretionary concessions under the 1985 Act, as now;
2)
District Councils lose the ability to establish discretionary travel concessions; and
3)
District Councils could only establish discretionary concessions jointly with the relevant upper tier authority.

He reminded the Committee that Concessionary Fares was a significant budget area and it was necessary to consider carefully the potential financial implications of the options included in the consultation paper when making a response. It cannot be assumed that any changes to the responsibility for operating concessionary travel would be cost neutral for the Council. However, at this stage, it was a “in principle” consultation as there was no data from government to help inform the decision.
RESOLVED:- To agree that in respect of the consultation on possible changes to the administration of Concessionary Travel the Department of Transport be advised that the Council, in principle, supports:-

(i)
for the administration of the statutory scheme Option 2 - Only upper-tier authorities administer the concession; and
(ii)
for the administration of the discretionary scheme Option 2 - District councils lose the ability to establish discretionary concessions.
23 – Appointment on Outside Bodies, Panels, Working Parties etc.

The Chief Executive informed the Committee that following the resignation of Councillor Bell from the Conservative Group it was necessary to appointment Member to Outside Bodies in place of Councillor Bell.

RESOLVED:- To agree the under-mentioned appointment on Outside Bodies, Forums, Panels and Working Groups:-

ANCHOR STAYING PUT BARROW-IN-FURNESS ADVISORY GROUP

Councillor Pemberton
BARROW AND DISTRICT ACCIDENT PREVENTION COMMITTEE

Councillor Maltman
BARROW FOOD FORUM

Councillor Pidduck
BARROW-IN-FURNESS PUBLIC SAFETY SCHEME LOCAL LIAISON COMMITTEE

Councillor Richardson
BRITISH GAS HYDROCARBON RESOURCES LTD: LOCAL LIAISON COMMITTEE

Councillor Dawes
CUMBRIA TOURIST BOARD

Deputy: Councillor Marcus
DALTON DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP

Councillor Unwin
DUDDON ESTUARY PARTNERSHIP

Councillor James
Health and Safety Management Board

Councillor Richardson.
REFERRED ITEMS

THE FOLLOWING MATTERS ARE REFERRED TO COUNCIL FOR DECISION

24 – Housing Management Forum: Recommendations
Consideration was given to the recommendations of the Housing Management Forum held on 25th June, 2009.
N.B.  The Minutes are reproduced as Appendix 1 to the Minutes of the meeting.
Maintenance Contract
RECOMMENDED:- To recommend the Council:-


To agree to an extension of the two current contract arrangements from      5th November, 2009 for a further two years.

25 – Free Access to “Pay to Play” Leisure Activities for Looked after Children
The Director of Regeneration and Community Services informed the Committee that in early 2009 all Cumbria Districts had been contacted by Cumbria County Council’s Children’s Services Department who were enquiring whether Districts would participate in a joint scheme to provide free or discounted leisure passes or vouchers for Looked after Children.
The report provided an outline of the scope of the scheme and how it would be applied in practice.  It identified that Children’s Services would provide an up-front payment of £40 per annum for each participating child and that the Borough would be required to bear any additional cost beyond that figure as a charge foregone.  It also identified a subsidiary proposal to allow nominated carers of those participating looked after children to receive a 50% discount to accompany them.

Children’s Services had indicated that they would provide an allocation of £40 for each looked after child who wished to participate in the scheme.  They had suggested that it would be an up-front payment and would be applicable for one year, after which it may be repeated if the child’s circumstances remained the same.  That funding would be conditional on the Districts providing a further £40 per child in matched funding.  That may offset the costs to the Leisure providers.

Allerdale, Carlisle, Copeland and Eden District Councils had all indicated that they would participate in the joint scheme to offer free access to pay-to-play leisure activities for looked after children.  The Leisure trust providers in each of these Districts had indicated that they would bear the matched funding portion which meant that these Districts would not have to provide the additional £40 per child from District funds.  It was likely that South Lakeland District Council would also participate.
The latest figures showed that there were 131 such children in the Furness Locality.  Not all of these children resided in the Borough, and not all of the children who reside in the Borough may wish to participate, so the financial impact would be limited.

The Leisure Centre would invoice Children’s Services on a regular basis to claim the contribution of £40 per child.  It would not be necessary for the Council to make a further £40 per child available as a budget supplement.  That would be taken care of as a charge foregone.

Children’s Services had also requested that the carer for each looked after child should be given a 50% discount to enable them to accompany the child. Again, authority would be provided as part of the initial letter from Children’s Services and there would be no re-imbursement for the charge foregone.

RECOMMENDED:- To recommend the Council:-

(i)
To approve participation in the scheme to allow free access to pay to play activities for Looked after Children and to provide a 50% discount for nominated carers;
(ii)
To agree that the scheme be entered into for one year from 1st August, 2009 and that the Community Services Manager be instructed to monitor the take-up and cost implications, reporting back to the Executive Committee to enable a decision to be taken to decide whether to extend the scheme beyond one-year; and
(iii)
To request the Chief Executive to investigate the provision of discounted leisure prices for carers of disabled people who use the Council’s Leisure facilities.

26 – Application of Funding received from Department of Health
The Director of Regeneration and Community Services reminded the Committee that in 2007, the Borough had signed up to the Department of Health’s “Communities for Health” programme. 

The Committee was informed that the Department for Culture, Media and Sport had recently published the latest interim Active People’s Survey.  That highlighted the percentage of the adult (age 16 and over) population who participated in sport and active recreation.  Barrow had shown an increase of 4.47% to 24.44%, which represented the highest growth in Cumbria and the second highest growth in the North West region.  The application of the Communities for Health Funding and a range of the Borough’s Sports and Physical Activity Alliance initiatives had contributed to that improvement.

The following amounts had been received into the Borough as a result of participation in the programme:-

a)
£100,000 which had been applied to the Park Leisure Centre refurbishment, in particular to the creation of the Youth Gym;
b)
£100,000 continuation funding. (as yet unallocated);
c)
£50,000 – set aside to jointly fund the three year appointment of the Borough’s Health Improvement Officer;
d)
£70,000 Lifecheck launch funding.  That funding had been provided to participating Councils to use innovative means in which to publicise and raise awareness of the Department of Health’s new online tool – “NHS Lifecheck”.  A very small amount had been used to launch the teen lifecheck scheme.

e)
£100,000 further continuation funding. The Department indicated at the end of the last financial year that they would provide a further grant to participating Authorities (as yet unallocated.) 

The Committee was asked to approve the application of the remaining funds in the following way:-
£100,000 to be allocated to the capital refurbishment scheme for the Cooke’s Building, 104 Abbey Road.  That funding was to be applied to assist in the creation of the Dance Studio section of the building.  Using the funds in that way would add value to the scheme and would provide a much needed additional resource to the Borough.  It had been recognised that dance was one of the fastest growing areas of participation in physical activity and using the funds to support the scheme would make a significant contribution to improving the health and well-being of potential users of the facility on completion.  

£100,000 to be allocated to a range of interventions aimed at improving the health and well-being of residents of the Borough.  Use of, and outcomes from, the application of £100,000 would be reported annually to this Committee

£70,000 to be used in an innovative range of interventions to publicise and raise awareness of the Department of Health’s new online tool –“NHS Lifecheck”.  £25k from the fund be approved to provide a portable dance-mat exercise system which would be used as an outreach mechanism from the Leisure Centre to schools and community groups.  That would provide an opportunity for instructors to deliver health and well-being messages to target groups in familiar surroundings.

RECOMMENDED:- To recommend the Council:-

(i)
To agree to allocate £100,000 to the capital refurbishment scheme for the Cooke’s Building, 104 Abbey Road;
(ii)
To agree to allocate £100,000 to a range of interventions aimed at improving the health and well-being of residents of the Borough and instruct the Community Services Manager to work with the Healthy Communities and Older People Group of the Local Strategic Partnership to develop these interventions;

(iii)
To note that the £70,000 grant to publicise and raise awareness of the Department of Health’s new online tool – “NHS Lifecheck” be applied in an innovative range of interventions as required by the Department for Health; and
(iv)
To approve £25,000 from the above fund to provide a portable dance-mat exercise system which will be used as an outreach mechanism from the Leisure Centre to schools and community groups.

27 – Conversion of All-weather Pitch into a Soccer Centre
The Director of Regeneration and Community Services informed the Committee on a proposal to convert and upgrade the all weather pitch and associated buildings at the Park Leisure Centre into a Soccer Centre.  That development would include six 5-a-side courts (35m x 23m) and a 60m x 40m midi pitch using a third generation playing surface of the latest artificial grass with floodlights, kickboards and court netting.  Those pitches would be complemented by a pavilion which would be added to the existing changing room structure at the all-weather pitch and would comprise a flexible range of changing rooms, viewing facilities, multi-purpose meeting room, bar lounge and social area. The area adjacent to the all-weather pitch would be remodelled to provide additional car parking to cope with extra demand.  
He reported that Pulse Ltd had put forward a proposal on how the development could be taken forward, that was a partnership option based on percentage income share over a fixed period Leisure Services Contract, with capital funding either wholly or partly provided by Pulse and the Council.  A Leisure Services Contract was outside the scope of the application of EU procurement regulations.  The approximate cost of the refurbishment was £1.26m. Pulse would carry out all building works and equipment installation. 

The partnership arrangement would be based on a shared risks and shared rewards basis whereby the Council would be asked to underwrite a contingent liability in the form a base monthly fee which would represent a risk to the Council of between 8% and 14% occupancy of the pitches and would be taken first from the pitch income received.  In return for that risk, the Council would receive up to twenty percent of the gross pitch income generated depending on overall occupancy.

The current position was that the all-weather pitch was under utilised, being booked out at around 50% occupancy of the time available. (In the whole of 2008, the all- weather pitch was used only twice for full sized soccer games and was only used on thirteen occasions for full sized hockey games).  In setting the running costs against the income the Council could expect to lose around £15k per annum at the current occupancy levels.  It was noted that the development would turn a facility which currently operated at a loss into profit.  A 50% usage of the new facility would generate an income share of around £27,000 to the Council giving a net benefit of £42,000 per annum. 

RECOMMENDED:- To recommend the Council:-

(i)
To approve the conversion and upgrade of the all weather pitch and associated buildings at the Park Leisure Centre into a Soccer Centre through the establishment of a partnership agreement with Pulse Ltd, subject to Officers of the Council negotiating suitable contractual arrangements and consents being obtained; 
(ii)
Subject to (i) above to agree the Heads of Terms with Pulse would be reported to the next meeting of the Committee on 29th July, 2009;
(iii)
To request the Chief Executive to discuss with Furness College and the Academy the provision of the pitch facilities for competitive hockey matches; and

(iv)
To request the Chief Executive to ask Cumbria County Council to liaise with schools to enable use of all weather pitches by the local community.

28 – Redevelopment of Land at Greengate Street
The Chief Executive reminded the Committee that the Council had acquired the former Greengate Mill site, and subsequently had agreed to dispose of it to Accent Housing for redevelopment as social housing.
Remediation work was required to remove contamination from the site before redevelopment could commence. It had been agreed that Accent should carry out the work under licence, and that the Council pay for the remediation up to an agreed sum. The Council would then effectively sell a clean site to Accent for them to redevelop. Provision had been made in the Council’s Capital Programme for the remediation work, costs of which were estimated to be £126,000.

Accent’s preference was now for the Council to contract directly with suitable contractors to carry out the work. That would remove any suggestion of Accent receiving “double subsidy” from the Council, in addition to the Homes and Communities Agency (HCA), who would be providing grant for the development work. Accent were currently awaiting final confirmation of the grant from the HCA.

Accent had appointed Bramalls on a framework contract as preferred contractors for that type of work. Bramalls would also be the principal contractors for the construction work.

In order to provide continuity of work and to progress with the scheme as quickly as possible, it was recommended that the Council appointed Bramalls to carry out the work. Accent would continue to provide contract supervision. It was noted that the selection of Bramalls had been undertaken through a rigorous process of competition fully compliant with EU procurement rules. The process had been undertaken by the “Northern Lights” consortium of Registered Social Landlords, not by Accent alone.

RECOMMENDED:- To recommend the Council to suspend Contract Standing Orders and approve the appointment of Bramalls to carry out remediation work required on the site.

29 – Housing Market Renewal Programme – Sutherland Street Group Repair
The Chief Executive informed the Committee that the first programmed Group Repair scheme was planned for 2-84 Sutherland Street (even numbers) and 96a and 96b Crellin Street. These properties constituted a single terrace of 44 properties. Provision of £875,000 had been made in the Capital Programme for the work.

Arcus Consulting had been appointed to design and manage the scheme. Arcus had been appointed through an open procurement process.

Members were informed it was proposed to appoint contractors to carry out the work through an ad hoc select list.

Contract Standing Order 6 (Ad Hoc Approved List) states that: “Tenders shall be invited after giving notice in the manner set out in Order 5 (advertisement in local press and trade journal) seeking applications to be placed on a list from which selected contractors will be invited to submit tenders.”

Current experience showed that an open invitation to tender or to submit expressions of interest would result in an unmanageable level of response, which would add substantially to the time required to deliver the scheme.

It is therefore recommended that Contract Standing Orders were suspended, and that the ad hoc list was drawn from suitably qualified and experienced contractors who had already been selected for appropriate work streams through the Cumbria Housing Partners (CHP) process.

CHP was a procurement process that had been used by a consortium of social housing providers in the county, including this Council. The process was an open one, compliant with EU procurement rules. It was considered unnecessary to re-advertise for inclusion on the Sutherland Street tender list had been based on a process that included an open invitation for expressions of interest.

It was additionally proposed to invite Leck Construction to tender, as the company was the last local company to carry out Group Repair work for the Council.

The proposed tender list was as follows: Cumbria Roofing, Michael Thompson Ltd, Thomas Armstrong, A B Mitchell, H T Forrest, Holliday, Top Notch, and Leck Construction Ltd.
RECOMMENDED:- To recommend the Council:-
(i)
To note the progress made on the Group Repair scheme;

(ii)
To suspend Contract Standing Order 6 and approve the proposed tender list for the contract and any future similar contracts; and

(iii)
To authorise the Chief Executive to award the contract to the lowest tender in consultation with the Chairman of the Executive Committee, in accordance with Contract Standing Orders.

30 – Barrow Town Centre Link Road Phase II – Purchase of Land at Cornmill Crossing, Hindpool
The Chief Executive reported that Phase I of the project funded by Cumbria County Council together with a Developers contribution of £500,000 had been completed.  North West Development Agency (NWDA) funding had now been secured to progress Phase II and complete the Link Road project which had been included in the County Council’s Transport Capital Programme with a further contribution of £500,000 to the overall cost of Phase II in 2009/10. 

Land dedication agreements, necessary to deliver Phase II of the project, were very close to being finalised with two remaining landowners Tesco Stores Ltd and BAe Systems.   Purchase of land in ownership of TB Brady had been completed in March 2009.

Progress on Phase II had been reported on 10th December, 2008.  Since that report funding of £3,000,000 had been approved by NWDA, Planning Permission had been granted, facilitation works on land and buildings required was approaching completion, and the contract for construction of Phase II was shortly to be let by Cumbria County Council.  Agreement had now been reached to purchase the Associated British Ports land at a valuation agreed by Peill and Co. Ltd.
RECOMMENDED:- To recommend the Council:-

(i)
To agree to purchase the Associated British Ports land required for the Barrow Centre Link Road Phase II at the valuation agreed by Peill and Co. Ltd, dated 6th July, 2009; and

(ii)
To authorise the Director of Corporate Services to enter into dedication agreements for highway purposes to Cumbria County Council in respect of the above land.
The meeting closed at 3.35 p.m.
