BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL of this Borough was held at the Town Hall, Barrow-in-Furness at 5.30 p.m. on Tuesday the 21st day of January, 2014 to take into consideration and determine upon the following subjects, namely: -



1.
-
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (IF ANY).



2.
-
MINUTES.



3.
-
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.



4.
-
ANNOUNCEMENTS.

5.
-
(A) 
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE 
FOLLOWING COMMITTEES AND 
CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS.



(1)
PLANNING



(2)
LICENSING



(3)
EXECUTIVE



(4)
AUDIT

(B) 
QUESTIONS TO THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL.

6.

REVIEW AND REPRESENTATION OF POLITICAL GROUPS ON COMMITTEES.
7.
 -
TO ORDER THE COMMON SEAL TO BE         AFFIXED TO DOCUMENTS.

PRESENT:- Councillors Biggins, Burns, Callister, Cassidy, Doughty, Garnett, Graham, Hamilton, Irwin, Johnston, R. McClure, W. McClure, Murray, Pemberton, Pidduck, Pointer, Preston, Richardson, Roberts, Seward, Sweeney, M. A. Thomson, Thurlow, Wall, Williams and Wilson.

40 – Appointment of Chairman for this meeting only

In the absence of the Mayor and Deputy Mayor (Chairman and Vice-Chairman) nominations were requested for the appointment of Chairman for this meeting only.

Councillor Pidduck moved that Councillor Irwin be appointed Chairman for this meeting only.  This was duly seconded by Councillor Richardson.

RESOLVED:- That Councillor Irwin be appointed Chairman of the Council for this meeting only.

COUNCILLOR IRWIN IN THE CHAIR

The meeting was opened with prayers by the Mayor’s Chaplain.

41 – Declarations of Interest

Councillor Burns declared an other registrable interest in Minute No. 73 of the Executive Committee on 16th October, 2013 – Parishes and Local Council Tax Support Grant as she was a Member of Cumbria County Council.

Councillor Doughty declared an other registrable interest in Minute No. 73 of the Executive Committee on 16th October, 2013 – Parishes and Local Council Tax Support Grant as he was a Member of Cumbria County Council.

Councillor Hamilton declared an other registrable interest in Minute No. 73 of the Executive Committee on 16th October, 2013 – Parishes and Local Council Tax Support Grant as he was a Member of Cumbria County Council.

Councillor Roberts declared an other registrable interest in Minute No. 73 of the Executive Committee on 16th October, 2013 – Parishes and Local Council Tax Support Grant as he was a Member of Cumbria County Council.

Councillor Wall declared an other registrable interest in Minute No. 73 of the Executive Committee on 16th October, 2013 – Parishes and Local Council Tax Support Grant as she was a Member of Cumbria County Council.

Councillor Wilson declared an other registrable interest in Minute No. 73 of the Executive Committee on 16th October, 2013 – Parishes and Local Council Tax Support Grant as he was a Member of Cumbria County Council.

42 – Minutes

The Minutes of the meeting held on 15th October, 2013 were taken as read and confirmed.

43 – Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were submitted from Councillors Barlow, Bell, Derbyshire, Guselli, McKenna, Maddox, Murphy, Opie and C. Thomson.
44 – Announcements
The Leader of the Council announced that there were visitors in the Public Gallery from the Girl Guides.  He welcomed them to the meeting of the Council.

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES
45 – Planning
It was moved by Councillor M. A. Thomson, and

RESOLVED:- That the report of meetings of the Planning Committee held on 5th November, 3rd December, 2013 and 7th January, 2014 be received.

46 – Licensing

It was moved by Councillor Callister, and

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meetings of the Licensing Committee held on 17th October, 14th November and 19th December, 2013 be received. 

47 – Executive

It was moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor Sweeney that the report of the meetings of the Executive Committee held on 16th October, 13th November and 18th December, 2013 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted.

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meetings of the Executive Committee held on 16th October, 13th November and 18th December, 2013 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted.

48 – Audit

It was moved by Councillor Burns; and 
RESOLVED:- That the report of the meeting of the Audit Committee held on 12th December, 2013 be received.
49 – Questions to the Leader of the Council
There were no questions to the Leader of the Council.
50 – Review and Representation of Political Groups on Committees
The Executive Director reported that the Council was responsible for a wide range of licensing functions and it was necessary from time to time to review the way licences were processed and determined.  In a recent review which had looked at best practice elsewhere in England and Wales it had become clear that it would be beneficial to create an additional Licensing Regulatory Committee to sit alongside the existing Licensing Committee.  The new Committee would deal with all licences and associated functions except those covered by the Licensing Act 2003 and the Gambling Act 2005.
It was the duty of the Council or of a relevant Committee in performing this function to determine the allocation to different political groups of the seats which fall to be filled by appointments and in making such determinations to give effect, so far as reasonably practicable, to the following principles:-

1. That not all the seats on the body be allocated to the same political group.

2. That the majority of the seats on the body be allocated to a particular political group if the number of members belonging to that group is a majority of the Authority’s membership.

3. Subject to Nos. (1) and (2) above, that the number of seats on the ordinary Committees of the Authority which were allocated to each political group bears the same proportion to the total of all seats on the ordinary Committees of that Authority as is borne by the number of Members of that group to the membership of that Authority; and

4. Subject to Nos. (1) and (3) above, that the number of the seats on the body which were allocated to each political group bears the same proportion to the number of all the seats on that body as is borne by the number of Members of the group to the membership of the Authority. 

5.
The number of seats held on the Council by each group was:-


Labour Group

29






Conservative Group

  7





The relevant Regulations required that so far as was reasonable the proportion of the total seats on Committees and on individual Committees held by the Political Groups bear the same proportion to their seats on the Council.

Appendix 1 to the Minutes shows the recommended allocation of seats on Committees and Sub-Committees.

Members were asked to note the following:-

1. The number of seats on the Executive, Licensing, Licensing Regulatory, Planning and Overview and Scrutiny Committee had been set at twelve.

2. The Council’s Constitution provides that –

(a) Members of the Executive Committee shall not be eligible to be members of the Planning Committee and vice-versa.

(b) One Executive Committee member from each political group may be appointed to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee subject to the proportionality rules.  All other Councillors qualify to sit on the Committees and any Sub-Committee established.

3.
The number of Councillors on the Housing Management Forum had been set at eight.

4.
The number of Councillors on the Audit Committee had been set at six.

RESOLVED:- (i) To approve the size of Committees;

(ii) To agree the allocation of seats and substitute seats in accordance with the details at Appendix 1.  That two additional seats be allocated to the Conservatives; one seat on the Licensing Committee and one seat on the Licensing Regulatory Committee;

(iii) To appoint Councillor Callister as Chairman and Councillor Irwin as Vice-Chairman of the Licensing Regulatory Committee for remainder of the Municipal Year; and

(iv) To appoint the existing Members of the Licensing Committee to the Licensing Regulatory Committee.
51 – Common Seal

RESOLVED:- That the Council authorises the affixing of its Common Seal to any documents to give effect to the Minutes and proceedings of the Committees submitted to or approved by this meeting and any other matters dealt with at this meeting.

The meeting closed at 5.55 p.m.
APPENDIX 1
JANUARY 2014

CALCULATION OF POLITICAL BALANCE ON COMMITTEES

STAGE 1 – Percentage Representation on the Council:

Party
Membership
Percentage %

Labour
29 



80.56

Conservative
  7



19.44

STAGE 1A – Total number of seats on Committees to be Allocated:

Committee                                                                                  Membership

Executive
12

Planning
12

Licensing Regulatory
12

Licensing
12

Overview and Scrutiny
12

Audit
  6

Total
66

STAGE 2 – Total Allocation of Seats to Each Party

(To ensue as far as reasonably practicable that the numbers of seats allocated to a group in total is in the same proportion as the number of members of the group on the council as a whole)

Party                                            Number of seats                           Seats

                                                                                                      (rounded up)

Labour
53.16


53

Conservative
12.83


13

STAGE 3 – Percentage Allocation of Total Number of Seats on Committees:

Party                                              Number of seats                           %

Labour
53.16
80.56

Conservative
12.83
19.44

Total









100%

STAGE 4 – Allocations on Individual Committees

To ensure that so far as reasonably practicable the number of seats allocated to a group on each committee is in the same proportion as the number of members of the group on the council as a whole)

Committee
Party
Seats on
Seat
Total


Committee
Entitlement
Executive
Labour
12
    
9.67
10


Conservative

2.33

  2

Planning
Labour
12
    
9.67
10


Conservative

2.33

  2

Licensing
Labour
12
    
9.67
10

Regulatory
Conservative

2.33

  2

Licensing
Labour
12
    
9.67
10


Conservative

2.33

  2

O&S
Labour
12
    
9.67
10


Conservative

2.33

  2

Audit
Labour
  6
    
4.83
 5


Conservative

1.17

 1


Total Seats
66

Labour
55


Conservative           11

Under this option the Conservatives need to be allocated two additional seats in place of the Labour Group from the Executive, Planning, Licensing or Regulatory Licensing Committees, which would satisfy the statutory political balance rules.  It is recommended that the seats be allocated to the Planning, Licensing or Regulatory Licensing Committees.  The Council would need to decide which.

SUB-COMMITTEE

Licensing
Labour
  3
    
2.42
  2


Conservative

0.58

  1
