BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL of this Borough was held at the Town Hall, Barrow-in-Furness at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday 20th day of July, 2010 to take into consideration and determine upon the following subjects, namely: -



1.
 -
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (IF ANY).



2.
-
MINUTES.



3.
 -
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.



4.
-
ANNOUNCEMENTS.



5.
-
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO                   



COMMITTTEES.

6.       -
(A)  
TO RECEIVE REPORTS FROM THE 
FOLLOWING COMMITTEES AND CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS.


(1)
PLANNING



(2)
LICENSING



(3)
EXECUTIVE



(4)
AUDIT  
(B)  
QUESTIONS TO THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL.
(C) TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE.

7.         -
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTTEES ANNUAL REPORT.
8.         -
TO ORDER THE COMMON SEAL TO BE         AFFIXED TO DOCUMENTS.
Present:- Councillors McClure (Mayor in the Chair), Barlow, Biggins, Callister, Dawes, English, Flitcroft, Garnett, Guselli, Hamezeian, Hammond, Heath, James, Jefferson, McEwan, Maddox, Maltman, Murphy, Pidduck, Pointer, Richardson, D. Roberts, M. A. Roberts, C. Thomson, M. A. Thomson, Waiting, Williams and Wood.

Also present was:- Mr. M. Ratcliffe (Independent Chairman of the Standards Committee).
The meeting opened with prayers by the Mayor’s Chaplain.

20 – Declarations of Interest

Councillor Barlow declared a personal interest in Minute No. 34, Executive Committee (Grant to Barrow A.F.C. and Barrow R.L.F.C.).  He personally knows a Director of Barrow A.F.C.
Councillor Biggins declared a personal interest with regards to any matter in the Minutes that concerned B.A.E.  He was an employee.

Councillor Guselli declared a personal interest with regards to any matter in the Minutes that concerned Cumbria County Council.  He was a County Councillor.  He also declared a personal and prejudicial interests in Agenda Item No. 6(C) Proceedings of the Standards Committee as he had requested a dispensation, and Minute No. 6, Audit Committee (Audit Commission – Benefits Service Re-inspection Report) as he was a private landlord.  He left the meeting during discussions on this matter.

Councillor Heath declared a personal interest with regards to any matter in the Minutes that concerned Cumbria County Council.  She was a County Councillor.  

Councillor Maddox declared a personal interest in Planning Application No. 2010/0506 – Springwood Bungalow, Park Farm, Askam-in-Furness (Minute No. 76).  The applicant was a friend.
Councillor Murphy declared a personal interest in Minute No. 21, Grants Sub-Committee (Award of General Grants for the Year 2009/10 – Walney Island Community First Responders).  He was a First Responder.

Councillor Waiting declared a personal interest with regards to any matters in the Minutes that concerned BAE.  Her husband was an employee.  
Councillor Williams declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute No. 6, Audit Committee (Audit Commission - Benefits Service Re-inspection Report).  He was a private landlord.  He left the meeting during discussions on this matter.
21 – Minutes
The Minutes of the meeting held on 18th May, 2010 were taken as read and confirmed.

22 – Apologies for Absence
Apologies for absence were submitted from Councillors Doughty, Husband, Irwin, Marcus, Stephenson, Sweeney and Unwin.
23 – Announcements by the Chairman
The Chairman thanked Chaplain Jane Nattrass for prayers in Council and announced that it would be her last in Barrow.  He congratulated her on becoming Priest in Charge of the York City Centre Churches and wished her well.

24 – Announcements by the Leader of the Council
1.
Seminar on Housing
The Leader informed the Council that a Housing Seminar for all Members had been arranged for 7th October, 2010 
2.
Local Government Working Group
The Leader of the Council informed the Council that the Local Government Working Group would be convened to review the Constitution.

3.
Tour of the Borough
The Leader informed the Council that a tour of the whole district would be arranged to see the on-going and completed regeneration projects.
4.
Weed Cleaning in the Borough
The Leader informed the Council that the standard of street cleanliness in some parts of the Borough in relation to weed growth had dropped below what was acceptable.

For the purposes of maintenance in the public realm, weeds were classified as litter and were dealt with under the street cleansing contract.

The routine arrangement for addressing weeds involved three sprays of the Borough in the calendar year which was usually carried out by a specially adapted quad bike.
The individual Biffa operator was specially licensed to apply pesticides in the public domain, and the relevant legislation applied some constraints, for example, prohibition from spraying when the wind exceeds 4mph and not 6 hours after rain or 6 hours before rain. 

The pesticide which was used was Glyphosphate which takes between 10 and 14 days to kill the weed.

Biffa took over the contract from SITA on 29th March 2010. The new contractors were unfamiliar with weed-spraying as an operation and had not mobilised the necessary equipment which had led to a significant delay in the commencement of this year’s control measures.

This, combined with the unusually long dormancy period due to frost, followed by milder temperatures in the germination period had led to the unacceptable standard which could be observed in some parts of the Borough, particularly where footpaths were poorly maintained.

The Streetcare Team were repeatedly raising concerns to Biffa’s local management team; however this did not bring about the required improvement.

As a result, the Community Services Manager and the Streetcare Manager had requested a meeting with Biffa’s Regional Manager. This took place at the beginning of June and involved site visits. 

This dissatisfaction identified by Council Officers to Biffa at this meeting resulted in the following action to address the problem.

1) Biffa had equipped the quad bike operator with a van, a new smaller quad bike which enabled him to manoeuvre more effectively. The van also allowed him to replenish his pesticide tanks without returning to the depot.

2) Biffa agreed to approve overtime working for the quad bike operator in order to maximise operational hours in daylight.

3) Biffa agreed to employ two temporary operators as a weeding crew to dig out weeds in particularly bad areas. (Although this was not the ideal long term solution since the weed spray was only effective when there was greenery to absorb the pesticide.)

4) It has been reinforced with Biffa that the normal street sweeping crews MUST address weed problems in as part of their day-to-day round.

5) Since this action had been in place, 139 hours of weed spraying had taken place, which had covered 322 streets and footpaths. The weeding crew had been working for 21 days, predominantly in Hindpool and Dalton and had physically removed 2.74 tonnes of weeds.

6) At the end of week commencing 12th July, the town centre mechanical sweeper had been deployed after normal hours to assist in clearance outside the town centre. 

7) Streetcare Team members had been responding to enquiries and complaints from residents to advise them of the steps being taken. 

8) A further meeting with Biffa on 19th July had identified the need to revise the weed spraying programme to focus on those areas which were known to be problematic due to poor highway maintenance.

25 – Appointment of Members to Committees
It was moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor Pointer that the Labour Group had given notice of its wish to make a change to the membership of the Standards Committee with the appointment of Councillor Maddox in place of Councillor C. Thomson as a Member of the Standards Committee.

It was also moved by Councillor Richardson and seconded by Councillor Williams that Councillor Richardson be appointed to the vacant seat on the Housing Management Forum.
RESOLVED:- (i) To agree that the Council confirms the appointment of Councillor Maddox in place of Councillor C. Thomson as a Member of the Standards Committee; and

(ii) To agree that the Council confirms the appointment of Councillor Richardson to the vacant seat on the Housing Management Forum.

Reports of Committees
26 – Planning
It was moved by the Mayor and 

RESOLVED:- That the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 30th March, 20th April, 25th May, 22nd June and 13th July, 2010 be received.

27 – Licensing
It was moved by Councillor D. Roberts and seconded by Councillor Williams and
RESOLVED:- That the report of the meetings of the Licensing Committee held on 22nd April and 24th June, 2010 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted.
28 – Executive

It was moved by Councillor Guselli and seconded by Councillor Richardson and
RESOLVED:- That the report of the meetings of the Executive Committee held on 26th May and 30th June, 2010 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted.

29 – Audit

It was moved by Councillor Flitcroft and

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meeting of the Audit Committee held on 29th June, 2010 be received.

30 – Questions to the Leader of the Council
The Leader of the Council took the following questions without notice from Members:-

(i)
Councillor Waiting asked the Leader whether a signed agreement was in place with North West Development Agency for funding of the Waterfront Project.  She also requested regular updates from meetings regarding the project.
(ii)
Councillor Pidduck asked the Leader if a meeting could be arranged with the Council’s Partners to ensure that all agree on the way forward for the major project on the Marina.

(iii)
Councillor Hamezeian asked the Leader if 182 Roose Road could be kept as housing stock and converted back to residential accommodation.

(iv)
Councillor D. Roberts asked the Leader to write to Cumbria County Council’s Local Committee to request Neighbourhood Management Funding be reconsidered.

(v)
Councillor Pidduck asked the Leader to confirm that the Working Neighbourhoods Fund was Borough money.

The Leader responded to these questions by Members and addressed the concerns raised.

31 – Report of the Standards Committee

It was moved by the Mayor and seconded by Councillor Richardson and
RESOLVED:- That the report of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 8th July, 2010 be received and that the recommendation contained therein be adopted.
32 – Overview and Scrutiny Committees’ Annual Report

The Policy Review Officer submitted a report detailing the work undertaken by the Overview and Scrutiny Committees in 2009/10 and the work programme for 2010/11.
It was moved by Councillor Callister and seconded by Councillor Waiting and,

RESOLVED:- That the annual reports from the Overview and Scrutiny Committees be accepted and the work programmes for 2010/11 be supported.

33 – Common Seal

RESOLVED:- That the Council authorises the affixing of its Common Seal to any documents to give effect to the Minutes and proceedings of the Committees submitted to or approved by this meeting and any other matters dealt with at this meeting.

The meeting closed at 8.15 p.m.
