BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

A MEETING OF THE COUNCIL of this Borough was held at the Town Hall, Barrow-in-Furness at 7.00 p.m. on Tuesday 20th day of January, 2009 to take into consideration and determine upon the following subjects, namely: -




1
-
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (IF ANY).




2
-
MINUTES.



3
 -
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.

4         -
(A)  
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE 
FOLLOWING COMMITTEES AND CONSIDER RECOMMENDATIONS.


(1)
PLANNING



(2)
LICENSING



(3)
EXECUTIVE



(4)
AUDIT  
(B)  
QUESTIONS TO THE LEADER OF THE COUNCIL.
(C) TO RECEIVE A REPORT ON THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE STANDARDS COMMITTEE.


5
-
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE FAIR TRADE WORKING GROUP.

6         -
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO COMMITTEES – SOCIALIST PEOPLES PARTY.

7         -
TO ORDER THE COMMON SEAL TO BE         AFFIXED TO DOCUMENTS

Present:- Councillors D. Roberts (Mayor in the Chair), Barlow, Begley, Bell, Bleasdale, Callister, Dawes, English, Flitcroft, Garnett, Guselli, J. Hamezeian, R. Hamezeian, Hammond, Heath, Husband, James, Jefferson, Maltman, McCavish, McClure, McEwan, Marcus, Millar, Murray, Pemberton, Pidduck, Richardson,    M. Roberts, Solloway, Stephenson, Waiting, Williams and Wood.

Also present were:- Mr M. Ratcliffe (Chairman/Independent Member of the Standards Committee) and Mr N. Hird (Vice-Chairman and Independent Member of the Standards Committee).

The meeting opened with prayers by the Mayor’s Chaplain.

54 – Declarations of Interest
Councillor Barlow declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute No. 6 of the Grants Sub-Committee – Award of General Grants for the Year 2008/09 – Barrow and District Disability Association.  He was the Treasurer of the Barrow and District Disability Association.  

Councillor Guselli declared a personal interest in Agenda Item No. 6 of the Grants Sub-Committee – Award of General Grants for the Year 2008/09 – Age Concern – he knew Officers and had carried out work for them; Four Groves Community Association – an ex-family member had raised funds for this group; and Furness Multi-Cultural Forum – he knew Irene Troughton, he had carried out work for Furness Multi-Cultural Forum and a tenant of his works there.  He also declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute No. 117 of the Executive Committee – Private Sector Housing Grants Policy as his company carried out work for the Council under the Renovation Grants Scheme.  He stated that he would leave the meeting if this item was discussed.  He also declared a personal interest in Minute No. 89 of the Executive Committee – Formation of Askam Community Centre Limited – Involvement of Borough Councillors.  He represented the Council on Askam Community Centre Management Committee.  

Councillor J. Hamezeian declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute No. 86 of the Grants Sub-Committee – Award of General Grants for the Year 2008/09 – Furness Multi-Cultural Forum.  He was a member of the Furness Multi-Cultural Forum.  

Councillor Heath declared a personal interest in Minute No. 89 of the Executive Committee – Formation of Askam Community Centre Limited – Involvement of Borough Councillors.  She was on the Askam Community Centre Management Committee.  

Councillor Marcus declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute No. 86 of the Grants Sub-Committee – Award of General Grants for the Year 2008/09 – Furness Multi-Cultural Forum.  He was a member of the Furness Multi-Cultural Forum.  
Councillor Pidduck declared personal interests in Minute No. 6 – Grant Applications for Barrow and District Disability Association, Four Groves Community Association and Dalton Community Association – All of the applicants were known to him and Minute No. 7 of the Grants Sub-Committee – Award of NDR relief for Hindpool Community Base – he served on this Committee and Hindpool Sports Association – The Chair and the Secretary were known to him.  .

Councillor Solloway declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute No. 96 of the Executive Committee – Waste Minimisation Strategy – Performance Improvement Plan 2009/10.  He ran a business that, amongst other things, cleaned wheeled bins.  He left the meeting while this item was discussed.

Councillor J. Waiting declared a personal interest in Minute No. 6 of the Grants Sub-Committee – Award of General Grants for the Year 2008/09 – Application from Barrow and District Disability Association as she is Chairman of the Barrow and District Disability Association.
55 – Minutes

The Minutes of the meetings held on 7th and 28th October, 2008 were taken as read and confirmed.

56 – Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were submitted from Councillors Irwin and Unwin.

Reports of Committees

57 – Planning

It was moved by Councillor McClure and,

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meetings of the Planning Committee held on 14th October, 4th and 25th November and 16th December, 2008 and 13th January, 2009 be received.

58 – Licensing

It was moved by Councillor D. Roberts and,

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meetings of the Licensing Committee held on 6th November and 18th December, 2008 be received.

59 – Executive

It was moved by Councillor Guselli and seconded by Councillor Williams that the meetings of the Executive Committee held on 15th October, 12th November and 10th December, 2008 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted.

It was further moved by Councillor J. Hamezeian and seconded by Councillor McEwan that an amendment to the recommendation of Minute No. 102 of the Executive Committee held on 12th November, 2008 – “Representing the Council in Magistrates Courts” be made as follows:-

“That the Council appoint Council Officers only who were not qualified Solicitors to attend Magistrates Courts representing the Barrow Borough Council on various matters including local taxation”.

The amendment was duly voted upon and declared lost.

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meetings of the Executive Committee held on 15th October, 12th November and 10th December, 2008 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted.

60 – Audit

It was moved by Councillor Heath and,

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meeting of the Audit Committee held on 17th December, 2008 be received.

61 – Questions to the Leader of the Council

Councillor Jefferson submitted a question to the Leader of the Council under Notice as required by Standing Orders 10.2 and 10.4 as follows:-

“On 6th January the Cabinet of Cumbria County Council decided to rush through its Academy Proposals which required the closure of Alfred Barrow, Thorncliffe and Parkview Schools in August of this year.

This decision which will have irrevocable consequences for the town was taken by just four members of the 10 person Cabinet.  This appears to be one short of the required quorum.

Is the Council happy that such momentous multi-million pound decisions are being taken in such a manner and will our Chief Executive enquire into the constitutional legality of the decisions taken at this County Council meeting?”
The Leader responded to Councillor Jefferson’s question and stated that he would ask the County Council’s Monitoring Officer to respond directly to Councillor Jefferson with regards to his question.

62 – Standards

It was moved by the Mayor and,

RESOLVED:- That the report of the meeting of the Standards Committee held on 8th January, 2009 be received.

63 – Fair Trade Working Group

At its meeting on 10th December, 2008 the Executive Committee was reminded that at its meeting on 21st May, 2008 Councillor Marcus plus one additional representative from the Conservative Group had been elected to serve on the Fairtrade Working Group.  Councillor Marcus had indicated that he was unable to fulfil that commitment.  Two representatives were therefore required to represent the Council on that Working Group.  
The Executive Committee appointed Councillor Stephenson to serve on the Fairtrade Working Group and asked that a further nomination be sought at Council on 20th January, 2009.

It was moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor Garnett that Councillor Barlow be appointed as a representative on the Fairtrade Working Group.

RESOLVED:- That Councillor Barlow be appointed as a representative on the Fair Trade Working Group.

64 – Appointment of Members to Committees

A report sought to deal with changes to the appointment of Socialist People’s Party members to Committees agreed at the Annual Council meeting.
RESOLVED:- To agree that the Council confirm the under-mentioned appointments:-
Councillor McEwan to replace Councillor R. Hamezeian as a substitute Member of the Executive Committee;
Councillor McEwan to replace Councillor J. Hamezeian as a substitute Member of the Licensing Committee;
Councillor McEwan to replace Councillor J. Hamezeian as a substitute Member of the Audit Committee; and 
Councillor McEwan to replace Councillor J. Hamezeian as a substitute of the Grants Sub-Committee.

65 – Common Seal

RESOLVED:- That the Council authorises the affixing of its Common Seal to any documents to give effect to the Minutes and proceedings of the Committees submitted to or approved by this meeting and any other matters dealt with at this meeting.

The meeting closed at 8.01 p.m.
