BOROUGH OF BARROW-IN-FURNESS

AN EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE COUNCIL of this Borough was held at the Town Hall, Barrow-in-Furness at 5.30 p.m. on Tuesday 4th day of March, 2014 to take into consideration and determine upon the following subjects, namely:-



1.
 -
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST (IF ANY).



2.
 -
TO RECEIVE APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.



3.
 -
THE LOCAL AUTHORITIES (STANDING                   



ORDERS) (ENGLAND) (AMENDMENT)                  



REGULATIONS 2014.



4.
 -
TO RECEIVE A REPORT FROM THE                 



EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND CONSIDER                



RECOMMENDATIONS CONTAINED THEREIN.


5.
 -
GENERAL FUND REVENUE BUDGET 2014-                   



2015 AND THE OUTCOME OF THE PUBLIC                   



CONSULTATION EXERCISE.


6.
 -
SETTING THE COUNCIL TAX FOR THE YEAR                       



COMMENCING 1ST APRIL, 2014.


7.
 -
TO ORDER THE COMMON SEAL TO BE                          



AFFIXED TO DOCUMENTS.
Present:- Councillors C. Thomson (Mayor in the Chair), Barlow, Bell, Biggins, Burns, Callister, Cassidy, Derbyshire, Doughty, Graham, Guselli, Hamilton, Husband, Irwin, Johnston, R. McClure, W. McClure, McKenna, Maddox, Murphy, Murray, Opie, Pidduck, Pointer, Preston, Richardson, Roberts, Seward, Sweeney, M. A. Thomson, Thurlow, Wall and Wilson.
The meeting was opened with prayers by the Mayor’s Chaplain.

52 – Declarations of Interest

Councillor Pointer declared an Other Registrable Interest in Agenda Items 4 and 5 (Minute No. 55) – Report of the Executive Committee – The Housing Revenue Account 2014/15; Budget Proposals 2014/15 and General Fund Revenue Budget 2014/15 and the Outcome of the Public Consultation Exercise, as he was a member of the Barrow and District Disability Association and the Council’s nominated representative on the Barrow Citizens’ Advice Bureau.
Councillor C. Thomson declared an Other Registrable Interest in Agenda Items 4 and 5 (Minute No. 55) – Report of the Executive Committee – The Housing Revenue Account 2014/15; Budget Proposals 2014/15 and General Fund Revenue Budget 2014/15 and the Outcome of the Public Consultation Exercise, as he was a member of the Barrow and District Disability Association.
53 – Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Garnett, Pemberton and Williams.
54 – The Local Authorities (Standing Orders) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2014
The Monitoring Officer reported that new regulations requiring named votes at Council meetings considering budget and Council Tax setting had been introduced on 25th February, 2014.  They required that Councils, as soon as practicable after that date, amended their Standing Orders to require recorded named votes at Budget meetings on agreeing the budget, setting Council Tax or issuing precepts.  It was noted that the same requirements would cover voting on any amendments proposed at such meetings.

It was moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor Sweeney, and

RESOLVED:- That the Council amend Article 11 of the Constitution by adding an additional subsection incorporating the requirements of the Local Authorities (Standing Orders) (England) (Amendment) Regulations 2014 with immediate effect.

55 – Report of the Executive Committee – The Housing Revenue Account 2014/15; Budget Proposals 2014/15 and General Fund Revenue Budget 2014/15 and the Outcome of the Public Consultation Exercise
Members considered the recommendations of the Executive Committee held on 22nd January, 2014 in respect of the Housing Revenue Account for 2014/15, Budget Proposals 2014/15, Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme – Uprating, Armed Forces Covenant – Long Term Empty Premium and the Establishment – Budget 2014/15.  The report also contained the outcome of the public consultation process relating to the budget proposals and the Minutes of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee from 30th January, 2014 where the budget proposals had been considered.
It was moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor Sweeney as follows:-
(i)
That the report of the meeting of the Executive Committee held on 22nd January, 2014 be received and that each of the recommendations contained therein be adopted with exception of recommendation 5.1(5) which should be delayed until consultation with the Trade Union had  been completed;
(ii)
To note that the split between the Parish Precepts and the Council Tax Support Grants had altered slightly and that there was no impact on the General Fund Revenue Budget.  The Parish Precepts included in the General Fund Budget were £93,550, not £93,640 as indicated in the report;
(iii)
To note that the responses from the public consultation; and
(iv)
To note Minute No. 32 of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee held on 30th January, 2014.

It was further moved by Councillor Richardson and seconded by Councillor Roberts that the following amendment be made to the budget:-

(i)
To agree that there be no increase in fees and charges; and

(ii)
To agree to incorporate the Council Tax Freeze Grant.

A named vote was recorded as follows:-
Those in favour of the amendment; 5, namely Councillors Guselli, R. McClure, W. McClure, Richardson and Roberts.

Those against the amendment; 27, namely Councillors Bell, Biggins, Burns, Callister, Cassidy, Derbyshire, Doughty, Graham, Hamilton, Husband, Irwin, Johnston, McKenna, Maddox, Murphy, Murray, Opie, Pidduck, Pointer, Preston, Seward, Sweeney, C. Thomson, M. A. Thomson, Thurlow, Wall and Wilson.

Abstentions; 1, namely Councillor Barlow.

The amendment was thereupon declared lost.

A named vote for the original motion was recorded as follows:-

Those in favour; 27, namely Councillors Bell, Biggins, Burns, Callister, Cassidy, Derbyshire, Doughty, Graham, Hamilton, Husband, Irwin, Johnston, McKenna, Maddox, Murphy, Murray, Opie, Pidduck, Pointer, Preston, Seward, Sweeney, C. Thomson, M. A. Thomson, Thurlow, Wall and Wilson.

Those against; 5, namely Councillor Guselli, R. McClure, W. McClure, Richardson and Roberts.

Abstentions; 1, namely Councillor Barlow.
The original motion was thereupon declared carried, and it was
RESOLVED:- To agree the recommendations detailed in the reports namely:-

1.
The Housing Revenue Account 2014/15
Each of the points below relate to the report of the Housing Management Forum dated 16th January, 2014 and Minute No. 45 of that meeting.
(i)
To note the information at point (1) of the report;
(ii)
To note the information on balances and Voluntary Repayment Provision at point (2) of the report;
(iii)
To note the information at point (3) of the report and agree the 2014/15 budgets as shown in Appendix B of the minutes;
(iv)
To agree the Dwelling Rent increase of 3.7% at point (4) of the report of the Housing Management Forum dated 16th January, 2014 and note the information in Appendix C of the minutes;
(v)
To agree the Garage increase of 3.7% at point (5) of the report; and

(vi)
To note the information at point (6) of the report.
2.
Budget Proposals 2014/15

Points (ii) and (iv) to (x) below relate to the report of the Executive Committee dated 22nd January, 2014 and Minute No. 106 of that meeting.
(i)
To approve the revised 2014/15 General Fund revenue budget as £12,769,580 together with a contribution to reserves of £414,570;

(ii)
To approve the creation of five Trainee posts, together with the required movements in reserves as set out in Section 3 of the report;

(iii)
To set the 2014/15 General Fund revenue budget as £10,638,490 including £93,550 for parish precepts, together with a contribution to reserves of £116,440 and a 1.9% increase in the borough element of the Council Tax;
(iv)
To agree the items included within the 2014/15 budget as set out in Sections 6.2, 6.6, 6.7 and 6.8 of the report;

(v)
To agree the price increases referred to in Section 6.11 of the report;

(vi)
To agree the movements in reserves set out in Sections 6.12 and 6.13 of the report;

(vii)
To decline the Council Tax Freeze Grant offered for 2014/15 referred to in Section 6.15 of the report;
(viii)
To approve the Housing Revenue Account budget and the individual recommendations contained in the report referred in Section B of the report; 
(ix)
To approve the Capital Programme for 2013/14 to 2016/17 as referred to in Section D of the report; and

(x)
To approve the Treasury Management Strategy Statement for 2014/15 to 2016/17 as referred to in Section E of the report together with the borrowing Approval Limit of £55m.

3.
Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme - Uprating
To approve the policy of applying the annual uprating issued for Housing Benefit, to the Local Council Tax Reduction Scheme.

4.
Armed Forces Covenant – Long Term Empty Premium
To agree that the long term empty premium not be applied to properties owned by Armed Forces personnel that were liable for a long term empty premium and to apply that retrospectively from 1st April, 2013.

5.
Establishment – Budget 2014/15
(i)
To agree the voluntary redundancy of the Deputy Executive Director with an effective date of 31st August, 2014;

(ii)
To approve the appointment of the Borough Treasurer to the post of Director of Resources effective from 1st April, 2014;

(iii)
To approve the appointment of the Housing Manager to the post of Assistant Director – Housing effective from 1st April, 2014;

(iv)
To approve the appointment of the Deputy Monitoring Officer (the Democratic Services Manager) as Monitoring Officer from 1st April, 2014; and

(v)
To agree to delay the decision regarding approval of the revised grades as set out in the Establishment Budget Report of the Executive Committee held on 22nd January, 2014 (Minute No. 109 refers) including the deletion and establishment of new posts until consultation with the Trade Union had been completed.
6.
General Fund Revenue Budget 2014/15 and the Outcome of the Public Consultation Exercise

(i)
To note that the split between the Parish Precepts and the Council Tax Support Grants had altered slightly and that there had been no impact on the General Fund Revenue Budget.  The Parish Precepts included in the General Fund Budget were £93,550;
(ii)
To note the following two responses received from the public consultation exercise:-

· Furness College – It would be really good if we could be involved in the traineeships and access and traineeship and apprenticeships funding; and

· Barrow-in-Furness Citizens’ Advice Bureau – Barrow Citizens’ Advice would like to thank the Borough Council for the opportunity to comment on its budget proposals for the coming year.  We welcome the proposals for the Housing Solutions Officer, and the Welfare Support Reserve, to help deliver vital support services to the most vulnerable people in Barrow District; and

(iii)
To note that Members of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee had been satisfied with the budget proposals for 2014/15 as outlined in Minute No. 32 of their meeting on 30th January, 2014.

56 – Setting the Council Tax for the Year Commencing 1st April, 2014
The Borough Treasurer reported on the Council Tax for the year commencing 1st April, 2014.  Her report analysed the components of and recommended the setting of the Council Tax for the Borough Council.  

The calculation and setting of the Council Tax for the Borough area was closely prescribed by legislation.  Her report set out the individual components of the calculation and concluded with the formal resolution in accordance with the statutory requirements.  At the meeting, the Council had approved the 2014/15 General Fund Revenue budget of £10,638,490 which included £93,550 of Parish Council precepts.
The Council’s budget was the amount required to meet the year’s estimated expenditure net of any income raised in fees and charges or service specific grant funding.

The following precepts had been received:-

	Precept
	£

	Dalton with Newton Town Council
	65,330

	Askam and Ireleth Parish Council
	24,880

	Lindal and Marton Parish Council
	3,340

	Total parish precepts
	93,550


The Council Tax Requirement for the Borough was £3,971,460 made up as follows:

	Item
	£

	General Fund revenue budget
	10,544,940

	Less general grants
	(6,647,310)

	Less the Collection Fund deficit
	(19,720)

	Council Tax Requirement excluding parish precepts
	3,877,910

	Plus the parish precepts
	93,550

	The Council Tax Requirement
	3,971,460


The legislation required the Council’s revenue budget to be grossed up to show the estimated total expenditure and income for 2014/15:-
	Item
	£

	Total gross expenditure
	58,289,700

	Total gross income
	(54,318,240)

	The Council Tax Requirement
	3,971,460


Council Tax Base

The following Council Tax Bases for the Borough and the parished areas had been set for 2014/15 as notified to the Executive Committee on the 22nd January, 2014:-
	Area
	£

	Whole Area
	17,875.87

	Dalton with Newton
	2,204.79

	Askam and Ireleth
	1,029.11

	Lindal and Marton
	247.78


Calculation of the Basic Council Tax for the Borough Council

The Council’s Basic Amount of Council Tax for Band D dwellings is calculated as follows:-
	
	£

	The Council Tax Requirement excluding parishes
	3,877,910

	Divided by the Council Tax Base for the Whole Area
	17,875.87

	Gives the Basic Amount of Council Tax
	216.94


This Band D rate of Council Tax was, in effect, an average across the parished and unparished areas of the Borough.  The statutory calculation then arrived at the Basic Amounts of Council Tax (for Band D dwellings) for the individual areas as follows:-
	Area
	Basic Amount £

	Barrow (unparished)
	216.94

	Dalton with Newton Parish
	246.57

	Askam and Ireleth Parish
	241.12

	Lindal and Marton Parish
	230.42


Table 1 in resolution 4 (below) shows the tax amounts for each band and Parish in the Council’s area.

Cumbria County Council and the Police and Crime Commissioner for Cumbria precepts and amounts of Council Tax

Cumbria County Council set its budget for 2014/15 resulting in a precept of £20,762,823.  The Police and Crime Commissioner for Cumbria set its budget with a precept of £3,729,264.  See Table 2 in resolution 5 (below) for the banded amounts of Council Tax.

Setting the Council Tax

The calculated Borough, Police and Crime Commissioner for Cumbria and Cumbria County Council elements were added to calculate the composite Council Tax.  The Council Tax for each category of dwellings is shown in table 3 in resolution 6 (below).  After setting the Council Tax, the Council was required to advertise the amounts within 21 days in at least one local newspaper.

Schedule of precept instalments

The precepts issued by Cumbria County Council and the Police and Crime Commissioner for Cumbria would be payable in equal monthly instalments on dates to be agreed with the two Authorities.  The Borough Council’s demand would be paid to the General Fund by instalments on the same dates.  The three Parish precepts would be paid over in full on the April precept payment date.

Instalment dates

Council Tax and NNDR bills are payable in ten instalments.  The payment dates, which would maximise cash flow, were as follows; these may have to be adjusted in the event of any delay in issuing bills:-
	Instalment
	Date
	Instalment
	Date

	1
	1st April 2014
	6
	1st September 2014

	2
	1st May 2014
	7
	1st October 2014

	3
	1st June 2014
	8
	1st November 2014

	4
	1st July 2014
	9
	1st December 2014

	5
	1st August 2014
	10
	1st January 2015


The report noted the Council’s own Council Tax requirement and the precepts of the three Parish Councils.  The details of the Collection Fund Balance, the General Government Grants and the Tax Bases for the whole Borough and Parished areas.  Applying that information, the Borough Council’s basic tax for a Band D dwelling had been calculated.  Amounts of Council Tax for the eight valuation bands had then been calculated by applying the appropriate proportions to the basic amount of tax for the Parished areas of Dalton with Newton, Askam and Ireleth, Lindal and Marton, and the Unparished area of Barrow.
The report also dealt with the precepts and amounts of Council Tax required by Cumbria County Council and the Police Authority following their budget meetings.

It was moved by Councillor Pidduck and seconded by Councillor Sweeney as follows:-

(i)
To note that the Police Authority Precept had been approved on 24th February, 2014; and

(ii)
To agree that the Council adopts resolutions (1) to (7) as set out in the Borough Treasurer’s report (Agenda Item 6) to calculate and set the Council Tax for 2014/15 in accordance with the changes made by the Localism Act 2011, which made significant changes to the Local Government Finance Act 1992.

A named vote was taken and it was unanimously agreed as follows:-

RESOLVED:- 
(i)
To note that on the 22nd January, 2014, the Council calculated the Council Tax Base for the year 2014/15 in accordance with Regulations made under Section 33(5) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, as amended (the Act):

a.
for the whole Borough area as £17,875.87 in accordance with Regulation 3 of the Local Authorities (Calculation of Council Tax Base) Regulation 1992, as its Council Tax Base for the year;

b.
for dwellings in those parts of the Borough area to which a Parish Precept related:-
	Area
	£

	Dalton with Newton
	2,204.79

	Askam and Ireleth
	1,029.11

	Lindal and Marton
	247.78


being the amounts calculated by the Council, in accordance with Regulation, as the amounts of its Council Tax Base for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which one or more special items relate.

(ii)
That the Council Tax Requirement for the Council’s own purposes for 2014/15 (excluding Parish Precepts) was £3,877,910.

(iii)
That the following amounts be calculated for the year 2014/15 in accordance with Sections 31 to 36 of the Local Government and Finance Act 1992:

a.
£58,289,700 being the aggregate of the amounts, which the Council estimated for the items, set out in Section 31A (2) of the Act taking into account all precepts issued to it by Parish Councils.

b.
£54,318,240 being the aggregate of the amounts, which the Council estimated for the items, set out in Section 31A (3) of the Act;

c.
£3,971,460 being the amount, by which the aggregate at 3(a) above exceeds the aggregate at 3(b) above, calculated by the Council in accordance with Section 31A (4) of the Act, as its Council Tax  requirement for the year.

d.
£216.94 being the amount at 3(c) above, all divided by the item at 1(a) above, calculated by the Council, in accordance with Section 31B of the Act, as the Basic Amount of its Council Tax for the year (including Parish Council precepts).
e.
£93,550 being the aggregate amount of all special items (Parish Council precepts) referred to in Section 34(1) of the Act.

f.
£216.94 being the Basic Amount of its Council Tax for the year for dwellings in those parts of its area to which no Parish precept related  as set out in Section 52ZX of the Act.

(iv)
Table 1 – Council Tax for parts of the Council’s Area:-
	Band
	Ratio
	Barrow

£.p
	Dalton with Newton

£.p
	Askam and Ireleth

£.p
	Lindal and Marton

£.p

	A
	6/9
	144.63
	164.38
	160.75
	153.61

	B
	7/9
	168.73
	191.78
	187.54
	179.22

	C
	8/9
	192.84
	219.17
	214.33
	204.82

	D
	9/9
	216.94
	246.57
	241.12
	230.42

	E
	11/9
	265.15
	301.36
	294.70
	281.62

	F
	13/9
	313.36
	356.16
	348.28
	332.83

	G
	15/9
	361.57
	410.95
	401.87
	384.03

	H
	18/9
	433.88
	493.14
	482.24
	460.84


(v)
That it be noted that for the year 2014/15, Cumbria County Council and the Police and Crime Commissioner for Cumbria had issued precepts to the Council in accordance with Section 40 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992 for each of the categories of dwellings shown in Table 2 below:-
	Band
	Cumbria County Council

£.p
	Police and Crime Commissioner for Cumbria
£.p

	A
	774.33
	139.08

	B
	903.39
	162.26

	C
	1,032.44
	185.44

	D
	1,161.50
	208.62

	E
	1,419.61
	254.98

	F
	1,677.72
	301.34

	G
	1,935.83
	347.70

	H
	2,323.00
	417.24


(vi)
That the Council, in accordance with Sections 30 and 36 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, hereby sets the aggregate amounts shown in Table 3 below as the amounts of Council Tax for the year 2014/15 for each of the categories of dwellings:-
	Band
	Barrow

£.p
	Dalton with Newton

£.p
	Askam and Ireleth

£.p
	Lindal and Marton

£.p

	A
	1,058.04
	1,077.79
	1,074.16
	1,067.02

	B
	1,234.38
	1,257.43
	1,253.19
	1,244.87

	C
	1,410.72
	1,437.05
	1,432.21
	1,422.70

	D
	1,587.06
	1,616.69
	1,611.24
	1,600.54

	E
	1,939.74
	1,975.95
	1,969.29
	1,956.21

	F
	2,292.42
	2,335.22
	2,327.34
	2,311.89

	G
	2,645.10
	2,694.48
	2,685.40
	2,667.56

	H
	3,174.12
	3,233.38
	3,222.48
	3,201.08


(vii)
Determine that, in accordance with the principles approved under Section 52ZB of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, the Council’s Basic Amount of Council Tax for 2014/15 of £216.94 compared to £212.89 for the previous year (an increase of 1.9%) was not excessive.

57 – Common Seal

RESOLVED:- That the Council authorises the affixing of its Common Seal to any documents to give effect to the Minutes and proceedings of the Committees submitted to or approved by this meeting and any other matters dealt with at this meeting.

The meeting closed at 6.28 p.m.

