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In the 10th century, Walney was colonised by Norwegians, hence 
a lot of names being of Norse origin on the island. Walney comes 
from Hvene O meaning Bent island named after the bent grass 
which appeared to be the chief crop on the island at the time. 
Scale is Norse for a temporary hut or shed.  It is likely that Biggar 
was the only permanent village on Walney and that North Scale 
was the site of sheds built for the convenience of farmers 
cultivating the north end of the island. A permanent settlement 
was founded at North Scale once the danger of raids had 
diminished.   
 
When Furness Abbey was founded in 1127, Walney was 
uncultivated and the Monks established granges at North End, 
North Scale, Biggar and South End.  Originally the grange 
operated the three field system of farming  meaning crops were 
planted in rotation: oats, peas and beans in one field; wheat, rye 
and winter barley in the second and the third set of fields would 
lay fallow ready to be ploughed and planted with oats the 
following year.  

Towards the end of the 13th century, the abbey granges 
were divided into small holdings and let to tenants. North 
scale was divided between 16 tenants grouped into 4 
farms of burgages.  Rent was paid partly in kind and partly 
as a monetary payment.  For example the tenants had to 
cart 20 loads of peat from Angerton Moss to the abbey 
each year.  Each burgage had to provide 1 man for 
military service and one  man to act as a painlooker, one 
of these being the Grave who served for 4 years.  Their 
job was to inspect ditches and water courses and to elect 
the Herd who looked after the town bull. The The Grave 
book which records the names of the grave and 
painlookers between 1820 to 1922 is stored in the Archive 
Centre. 

The arable land was divided into 21 common fields, unenclosed 
by hedges and each field was divided into 48 narrow strips or 
dales. Each tenant had 3 dales in each field making a total of 63 
in total. There was little meadow land in the fields but 250 acres 
of moorland on the west of the island provided tenants with 
pasture for horses and cattle.  Until the late 15th century, there 
were no sheep at North Scale, but due to the agricultural 
depression at that time, two fields were left fallow and eventually 
the monks turned these fields into a sheep farm with a cottage or 
cote for the shepherd. This then became known at Idlecote. 

Information taken from Northscale: the history of a Furness Village by WB Kendall and read by Harper Gaythorpe to the Barrow Field 
Naturalists Club in 1899. 

In 1644 a group of Royalist troops attacked North 
Scale in order to hold the low water crossings in the 
Channel. There were defeated but the following day 
they returned  and finding the village deserted set fire 
to it.  
 
George Fox, the founder of the Society of Friends, 
visited Walney in 1652. On his second visit he was 
attacked by about 40 men with staves, clubs and 
fishing poles who tried to push him into the sea. He 
was saved by James Lancaster, a Quaker, who then 
became a missionary in America. 

North Scale by Abel 
Masson circa 1900 
Z3491 

In the 1560s a windmill was built on 
Walney so that farmers did not have to 
cross to the mainland to get their grain 
milled.  This mill was situated on the west 
of the island near the cricket club. Due to 
an increase in the amount of grain grown 
on the island, a second mill was built in 
1763 by Richard Bankes at North End. It 
operated until the 1860s when it fell into 
disrepair and was demolished when the 
airfield was built. The first windmill lasted 
until the 1770s. 

Walney Channel by 
Ben Lones  
1940s/1950s. 
Z 3406 

Photographs of North Scale taken in 
about 1895. 
BLC 282/CY/NOR 

Concept sketch plan for the landscaping. Groups of plants and 
trees acting as buffers to the south westerly winds.

Community orchard Woodland / copse Birch Guelder Rose Brambles Formal hedgerow. Native hedgerows Rosa canina Grassland Grassland Grassland Ornamental gardens

Apple Blossom

We went on a trip to the Eden Project

Planted borders to mown lawns Living willow structures With textured floors to external rooms

Pergolas as shading devices Impromptu display walls in external rooms Pavilions as shelter and event spaces

Pocket play areas Formal ponds Statues and sculptures

Hawthorn Monterey Pine Sea Buckthorn Brambles Formal hedgerows Native hedgerows Honeysuckle Grassland Grassland Grassland Herbs - borage

Concept sketch section for the landscaping, with suggested plants and trees species. 12th Century monks divided up 
the common lands on Walney 
Island for crop rotations.
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1. New Community Site 
- Grass meadows

2. New Community Building
3. Refurbished Changing Rooms as 

Tool Shed or Recycling Centre
4. Refurbished WCs / changing 

rooms / info point / viewing 
platform / class room

5. Pedestrianised Route to Sea 
Front through new dunescape

6. New Sea Front Location
7.  Access to Coastal Walk
8. Access to Beach via Slip
9. Sea Front Parking relocated
10. Bus Stop relocated
11. Road re-routed around Car Park
12. Controlled Access into West 

Shore Park (traffic lights / 
pelican crossing / etc.)

13. Formal garden around 
rainwater harvesting pond

14. Beach with Norse longboat dens
15. Allotments / raised beds 

for community growing
16. Living willow arch
17. Camping
18. BBQ area with canopy of 

submarine propellers
19. Wildflower meadow lined with 

hedges and trees as gardens 
and privacy to West Shore Park

20. Geodesic greenhouses
21. Pump track
22. Access to West Shore Park
23. Nature walk through maintained 

hedges and brambles
24. Railway
25. Seaside shacks
26. Public art / shelter made 

using a wind turbine blade
27. Planting as protection 

from the elements
28. Tarmac car park replaced 

with grasscrete
29. Canal
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